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12.1 IMPLEMENTATION CONCEPTS
The City of Urbana prepares a Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) each year that identifies all the infrastructure work to be 
implemented in the planning period, including roadways and 
bridge construction and maintenance.  A plan showing these 
infrastructure works should be superimposed on the bicycle 
network plan to identify where the two sets of works overlap.  
Any desirable bicycle facilities should be incorporated in the 
mainstream infrastructure works rather than being retrofitted at 
greater expense and possibly to a lesser standard later.

Individual opportunities to incorporate bicycle projects with 
other programmed projects are likely to be scattered around 
the network, which means fragmented facilities until the inter-
linking portions of the bicycle network are completed.  This 
is unavoidable and acceptable as long as suitable transitions 
are designed.  However, it is desirable to implement whole 
connected routes wherever possible, as incomplete bicycle 
facilities are likely to result in significant bicyclist dissatisfaction.    
As discussed in Section 6.1, due to implementation of the 
2008 UBMP, all existing facilities currently connect to one 
another, with the exception of two segments in Central 
Urbana, and the Walmart Trail in East Urbana.

See Section 12.2 for recommended project implementation 
details.

12.1.1 PERIODIC BIKEWAY NETWORK REVIEW
At least every five years, the entire bicycle network and 
implementation recommendations should be reassessed to 
confirm its currency.  Factors to consider include: 

• Has the bicycle network development progressed as 
planned?

• Have bicyclist desire lines or bicycle route usage/
preferences changed?

• Has bicyclist safety improved?
• Have there been significant changes to the 

transportation infrastructure or major land-use 
developments that require changes to the bicycle 
network plan?

• Are there opportunities to complete gaps in the 
network that should be given a higher priority? 

• Are there new bike infrastructure facilities that improve 
roadway safety that should be considered for use 
locally?

12.1.2 MAINTENANCE
In order to achieve adequate maintenance of the bicycle 
network, there needs to be clear performance standards.  
There also needs to be adequate staffing and revenue funding 
covering the maintenance of bicycle facilities (on- and off- 
road), regarding surface quality, signing, markings, and 
intrusive vegetation.  Regular inspection of network facilities 
is vital, as well as clear and well-publicized mechanisms for 
reporting defects.

Following are recommendations for bikeway maintenance 
based on the Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan and 
Urbana Park District Trails Master Plan:

1. Protect green corridors providing and connecting 
open space.

2. Prioritize consistent upkeep and maintenance of 
bikeways (on-street and off-street). 

3. Through good design practices, minimize weather 
related obstacles such as ice and mud.  Bikeway 
segments that regularly have these problems should 
be identified and corrected when and where it is 
possible.

4. Prioritize improvements including accessibility to all 
facilities, facility safety, and improvements to field 
conditions.

5. Define ongoing preventive maintenance needs based 
on current facility conditions and build sustainable 
budgets based on this information.

6. Implement maintenance plans on trails and bikeways 
promoting safety, increasing efficiency, and 
minimizing lifetime costs. 

7. Increase public awareness of how to report bikeway 
condition issues to the City of Urbana.

8. Support the creation of volunteer programs to 
provide additional trail maintenance support.

9. Schedule trail inspection on a regularly basis. 
Frequency will depend on the amount of trail usage, 
location, age and availability of staff. 

Additionally, consider the use of 
permeable pavement when installing 
off-street shared-use paths.  This will 
assist with stormwater management, 
returning more water to the ground 
instead of the storm sewer system.  
This can also help offset the loss of 
green space benefits when a paved 
surface is installed.  Figure 217 
shows a wide permeable walkway in 
Carle Park installed by the Urbana 
Park District.

Figure 217  Carle Park  
permeable path
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MAINTENANCE OF ON-ROAD BICYCLE FACILITIES
All on-road bicycle facilities have common maintenance 
needs:  

• Debris which tends to end up in the expected travel 
path of bicyclists must be picked up.

• Repaint bike lane lines as regularly as those on the 
rest of the street.

• Sweeping of grit, glass, etc. should be done at the 
end of the winter season and at other times of the 
year when an accumulation of debris impacts bicycle 
travel, subject to manpower and equipment.

• Potholes that develop need to be repaired and left as 
smooth as weather conditions allow.

• Fill any large longitudinal cracks which can affect 
steering, trap a wheel and stop forward rotation.

• Address drainage at spots where puddles form and 
stay for over 48 hours – bicyclists will probably move 
over into the traffic lane (and surprise some motorists) 
if there is standing water in their usual travel path.  
Puddle locations become slick icy spots in winter.

• Plow snow off of bike lanes and bikeways when snow 
on the rest of the same street segment is plowed.

• Accommodate bicyclists during road construction.

Missing and vandalized signs for signed routes and bike 
lanes need to be replaced.  Painted bike lane and shoulder 
bike lane pavement markings work well, but have to be 
renewed frequently.  Thermoplastic that is not slick when 
wet is acceptable marking material and will last longer.  A 
regular schedule for restriping of bike lanes, restenciling of 
sharrows, and replacement of bicycle wayfinding signage 
should be created.  The City of Urbana should also maintain 
a comprehensive inventory of the location and age of bikeway 
and wayfinding signage to plan for sign replacement in the 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).

While infrastructure improvements are essential to building 
a bicycle network, there are also many other strategies for 
maximizing the use and effectiveness of the network.  These 
are discussed in Section 11.7, which can help make bicycling 
safer and more attractive in Urbana.

12.1.3 PUBLIC INPUT
The existing mechanisms listed below should be publicized for 
citizens interested in providing feedback on bicycle projects:

1. Urbana City Council (http://www.urbanaillinois.us/
city-council):  public comment period at the beginning 
of meetings every 1st and 3rd Monday of the month; 
email or phone calls to Council members and/or the 
Mayor.

2. Urbana Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory 
Commission (BPAC) (http://www.urbanaillinois.
us/BPAC):  public comment at meetings every 3rd 
Tuesday of the month; email or phone calls to BPAC 
members.

3. Urbana Plan Commission (http://urbanaillinois.
us/boards/plan-commission):  public comment when 
this commission reviews plans at meetings every 1st 
and 3rd Thursday following the 1st City Council 
meeting of each month.

4. City of Urbana Citizens’ Voice website (http://
www.urbanaillinois.us/citizens-voice):  questions, 
compliments, non-emergency problems, concerns, or 
suggestions can be submitted here. 

5. Project Open Houses (http://www.urbanaillinois.
us/departments/public-works):  usually posted to the 
Urbana Public Works webpage, and City of Urbana 
homepage.
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12.1.4 PROJECT EVALUATION CRITERIA
Table 42 is a simple checklist that can be used by Urbana Public Works to analyze if bikeway accommodations are being met 
during road resurfacing and reconstruction projects.  This has been adapted from the case study of Louisiana in the Federal 
Highway Adminstration’s (FHWA) Statewide Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning Handbook.

Have the following bicycle accommodations been 
provided?

Y/N Comments

Bike Lanes?

Paved Shoulders?

Shared-Use Path?

Bicycle-compatible drainage grates?

Bicycle-compatible rumble strips?

Bicycle-compatible expansion joints?

Appropriate signage?

Table 42  Bikeway accommodation checklist, adapted from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

This FHWA document also highlights the example of the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) using the goals of its 
2012 Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan to create investment decision criteria for evaluating candidate bicycle and pedestrian 
projects.  

Following is a list of evaluation criteria from Creating Walkable+Bikeable Communities that can help Urbana Public Works 
determine how to prioritize future bikeway projects.  This supplements bikeway selection guidance discussed in Sections 4.2, 4.3, 
and 4.5.

1. Overcoming barriers (physical or physiological)
2. Current or future demand for bicycling
3. Attracting “interested but concerned” bicyclists
4. Increasing safety and comfort
5. Filling existing gaps
6. Improving aesthetics
7. Improving health
8. Increasing social equity
9. Reduce vehicle miles traveled/air pollution/greenhouse gas emissions
10. Cost or cost-effectiveness
11. Political feasibility
12. Technical feasibility 
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99 

BicycleHaywoodNC & Haywood County, North Carolina 

land, OR) that have embraced bike/pedestrian 
modes as part of an overall economic - if not cul-
tural - development strategy have realized truly 
measurable benefits in terms of mode share, for 
example. There is also strong potential to evaluate 
reduced dependence on fossil fuels and less impact 
on transportation infrastructure.  

Exhibit 9-1 illustrates some of the relationships, or 
connectivity, between bicycling expenditures and 
other factors such as job creation and tax revenues. 
The complexities of the relationships are under-
stated, particularly when long-term, indirect effects 
are accrued to the total benefit profile of a project. 
Even relatively small categories of expenditures 
can add up: the Colorado study mentioned earlier 
noted that 22,000 riders contributed to race and 
registration fees of $1.2 million in 1999. 

Economic Outcomes 
A 2001 survey of the Heritage Trail, Pennsylvania 
users (2001) indicated that 64% of the trail users 
lived inside the county, and that 15% of the users 
lived more than one county away. Of those sur-
veyed, 78% stated that cycling was their primary 
use of the trail. Just over 50% spent more than two 
hours on the trail, and 27% or 32% of the users 
stated that their use of the trail had influenced their 
decision to purchase bicycles or bicycle supplies, 
respectively. Bottled water, candy, snacks, lunch at 
a trailside restaurant, and seeing a movie were cited 
as expenditure categories while actually using the 
trail. 

We should expect typical values like those shown 
in Exhibit 9-2 for various cyclist categories of 
expenditures shown in the studies mentioned 
previously. 

Monetizing the non-expenditure side of indirect 
and induced benefits of cycling activity is partic-
ularly challenging. Note that many studies use a 
popular input-output model called IMPLAN to 
calculate indirect and induced effects. The IM-
PLAN model is also attractive because it com-

Activity 

Resident  
Expenditures / 

Day 
Non-Resident Ex-
penditures / Day 

Roadway $40 $54 
Trails $8 - 18 $34 

Single-Day 
Events $76 $76 

Multi-Day 
Tours $81 $81 

Exhibit 9-2: Typical Expenditures from Various Types of 
Bicyclists.  
Source: Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies Center for Sustainability 
and the Global Environment.   

Exhibit 9-1: Connections Between Economic Impact Areas of Bicycling Figure 218  Connections between Economic Impact Areas of Bicycling (Credit:  Haywood County, NC Bike Plan)

Activity
Resident 

Expenditures/
Day

Non-Resident 
Expenditures/

Day

Roadway $40 $54

Trails $8-18 $34

Single-Day Events $76 $76

Multi-Day Tours $81 $81

Table 43  Typical Expenditures from Various Types of Bicyclists  
(Source:  Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies Center for Sustainability and the Global Environment,  

via the Haywood County, NC Bike Plan)

12.1.5 ECONOMIC IMPACT OF BICYCLING
Some research exists to demonstrate the economic value of bicycling projects and events.  Figure 218 shows how many aspects 
of the local and regional economy are impacted by bicycling.  Table 43 lists typical expenditures that bicyclists spend in an area, 
with more coming from non-residents such could be the case when the Kickapoo Rail Trail is built into Urbana.
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federal Investment In

examples of BIcycle frIendly

average BIkIng and walkIng 
projects per year

Learn more at www.bikeLeague.org

bicycling 
means business

819

average annual funds from transportatIon 
enhancements and safe routes to school

average annual funds from transportatIon 
enhancements and safe routes to school

»

$54,395,415

$54,395,415

return on Investment for

return on Investment for

joBs

joBs

annual gross Income from BIcycle retaIl stores

annual gross Income from BIcycle retaIl stores

»

»

average annual funds from transportatIon enhancements, 
safe routes to school, and recreatIonal traIls

illinois - 13

132

$26,082,229

Chicago
Evanston
Naperville
Schaumburg

Urbana
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit  
   District
City of Champaign

REI Northbrook
Common Ground Food Co-op 
DM Systems Headquarters
REI Lincoln Park

Spin Doctor Cyclewerks
The Burke Group
Trek Bicycle Downers Grove

$212,800,000

$18,200,000

3,225

214

IllInoIsIllInoIs

IllInoIs

Will you Visit a local Project that’s making  
our community bike friendly?

“Company morale has improved as a 
result of our Bike to Work program. 
A number of employees have had 
significant weight loss as a direct result 
of biking to work, and cut 20,000 miles 
of cars/trucks on our local roads.”

– The Burke Group, Rosemont IL

IllInoIs - 13

Figure 219  League of American Bicyclists (LAB) Bicycling Means Business 2013 Fact Sheet for Illinois Congressional District 13

Finally, Figure 219 was produced by the League of American Bicyclists (LAB) in 2013 to show how bicycling affects business in 
Illinois and Congressional District 13, which includes Urbana.  Illinois received over $26 million in federal investment for bicycling 
projects, a portion of which was received by Urbana.   However, that return on investment was $18.2 million in District 13, and 
$212.8 million overall in Illinois.  Bicycling has a high return on investment for the local and state economy.
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12.1.6 HIGH PRIORITY INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS
Figure 220 lists 10 high priority infrastructure recommendations that the City of Urbana and neighboring jurisdictions should try 
to work on implementing as opportunities arise.  Some of these are large projects, and some currently do not have dedicated 
funding, but might be good candidates for grant applications.  Others are smaller projects that might be candidates for use of 
the annual UBMP implementation line item in the Urbana Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Several projects require interagency 
cooperation, and the City of Urbana should continue interagency cooperation when needed for implementation of any bikeway 
project.

Figure 220  UBMP High Priority Infrastructure Recommendations

Urbana Bicycle Master Plan (UBMP)
High Priority Infrastructure Recommendations

Numbering does not reflect priority.

1.  2015-16 Projects

     a.  Bradley Avenue Bike Lanes (Lincoln-West City Limits) – Section 11.2.6

     b.  Cunningham Avenue Sidepath (Perkins-Kenyon) – Section 11.2.19

     c.  Washington Street Bike Lanes (Pfeffer-High Cross) – Section 11.2.66

2.  Kickapoo Rail Trail access – Section 11.2.35

     a.  Trail construction from High Cross Road/IL 130 eastbound.  Champaign County Forest Preserve District 
          (CCFPD) jurisdiction.

     b.  Determination of trail alignment into Urbana between High Cross Road and Hartle Avenue.  Coordinate
          with the Urbana Park District and CCFPD.

3.  Begin to establish the Urbana Green Loop trail, in conjunction with the Urbana Park District – 
     Section 11.1.2

4.  Wayfinding signage installation on existing and proposed bikeways and trails – Section 11.1.1

5.  Broadway Avenue (Section 11.2.7) sidepath along Crystal Lake Park.  Coordinate with the Urbana Park 
     District.

6.  Bikeway access to North Urbana, especially along the Broadway Avenue (Section 11.2.7) and 
     Cunningham Avenue (Section 11.2.19) corridors.

7.  Florida Avenue Sidepath (Race-Lincoln) – Section 11.2.27.  University of Illinois jurisdiction.

8.  Bikeway gaps on Race Street (Michigan-Pennsylvania; Section 11.2.59), and Washington Street 
     (Vine-Walnut, at Race Street; Section 11.2.66) in Central Urbana.

9.  Extend the Main Street bikeway west of Downtown Urbana, including an improved crossing of Lincoln 
     Avenue – Sections 11.2.44 and 11.3.1

10.  Continued increased bikeway installation to major destinations – Sections 11.1.4 and 11.1.7

       a.  This includes the Green Street MCORE Project – Section 11.1.3



IMPLEMENTATION

300

11
63 5

8 9 107 12
2 41

20
16

12.2 IMPLEMENTATION MAPS & MATRICES
Figures 221-223 show the proposed bicycle improvements by timeframe:  0-5 years, 6-10 years, and 11+ years respectively.  
However, these projects will be completed depending on availability of funding.

The full list of bicycle network improvement projects include the following details:
• Project location
• Treatment type
• Agenc(ies) responsible
• Proposed timeframe of facility installation
• Future status of on-street parking
• Other relevant comments (e.g. temporary facilities, sidepaths that are part of a loop path)
• Estimates of striping, signage, and/or construction cost (based on information from the Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Information Center (PBIC) in Appendix 21)

Table 44 organizes the implementation matrix by treatment type.  Streets and path names are alphabetized under each 
treatment type, corresponding to the alphabetization of corridors in Chapter 11.  For on-road facilities that require striping, the 
recommended dimensions are listed for bike lane, parking lane, and travel lane width.  This is described in more detail in the 
bicycle database in Appendix 16.  The recommended side of the street is usually listed for sidepaths.  Alignment is described for 
off-street paths. 

Table 45 shows the implementation matrix by the agency responsible for installing the facility, and is further divided by timeframe.  
A total cost of recommended improvements is also listed for each agency.  The table first lists single-party responsibilities, then 
multi-party responsibilities.  Costs do not include major roadway improvements, such as widening, resurfacing, etc.  Costs do 
include such things as striping, signage, and pavement markings.

Table 46 displays the implementation matrix by timeframe of implementation.  These periods are broken into 0-5 years, 6-10 
years, and 11 years or more.

Separate plans showing specific designs and each stage of the work should be prepared.  Such plans help identify and avoid any 
gaps in the network.  Plans should be publicized in the following manners, but not limited to these methods:

1. Project open houses
2. Bike Urbana website (http://www.urbanaillinois.us/bike-urbana)
3. Urbana Public Television (UPTV)
4. City of Urbana social media (Facebook, Twitter)
5. Neighborhood listservs



Figure 221  0-5 Year Bicycle Network Improvements (2016-2021)
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Figure 222  6-10 Year Bicycle Network Improvements (2022-2026)
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2016 Urbana Bicycle Master Plan
6-10 Year Recommended Bicycle Network (2021-2025)

City of Urbana Projects (excludes multi-party projects):
1.5 miles of Bike Lanes
4 miles of Shared-Use paths (includes Sidepaths)
Total Estimated Cost of 6-10 Year City Projects:  $1,674,724



Figure 223  11+ Year Bicycle Network Improvements (2027 and beyond)
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12.2.1 URBANA GREEN LOOP IMPLEMENTATION TABLES
While there are numerous existing and proposed trail access points throughout the network, Figures 140-141 and Table 48 detail 
the loop segments from the most northwest park of Urbana (i.e. King Park) in a clockwise direction.  Each part of the loop has 
a corresponding recommendation table starting from King Park and detailing the segment number, location, length, category, 
category type, and agency responsible (Table 48).

The ambitious nature of the Urbana Green Loop goes beyond the capacity of the Urbana Park District to implement.  This 
system is achievable only through cooperation with the following agencies listed below, in the Agency Responsible column of 
Tables 47-48; along with community support and continued pursuit of trail development:

1. City = City of Urbana
2. County = Champaign County
3. CUMTD = Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District
4. IDOT = Illinois Department of Transportation
5. UIUC = University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
6. UPD = Urbana Park District
7. Township = Urbana Township

Table 47  Urbana Green Loop segments by Responsible Agency

Responsible Agency
Number of Segments

Existing Improvement Needed Proposed Study Area TOTAL

Urbana Park District 12 3 13 1 29

City of Urbana 35 1 30 0 66

University of Illinois 3 0 2 0 5

Urbana Township 0 0 3 0 3

Champaign County 0 0 1 0 1

CUMTD 0 0 1 0 1

IDOT 0 0 1 0 1

TOTAL 50 4 51 1 106

*Some segments have multiple responsible agencies.
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12.3 FUNDING SOURCES
Recommendations in this plan range from low-cost or no-cost improvements to major capital investments.  These may be funded 
in a number of ways.

Each year, local governments receive a set amount of funds from federal and state transportation agencies for transportation 
projects.  They also have funding set aside within their own budgets for transportation projects.  Local governments allocate 
most of this funding for roadway projects and only periodically allocate a small part of this funding for bicycle and/or pedestrian 
projects.  Therefore, local agencies must seek funding from external sources for many proposed greenway, trail, and bikeway 
projects.

It is recommended that the City of Urbana continue to dedicate at least $50,000 of Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) projects funding to bicycle improvements and maintenance annually.  Potential activities include:

• Rehabilitation
• Sign Installation
• Pavement Marking Striping & Maintenance
• Amenity Installation (e.g. lights, bike racks, etc.)

The City of Urbana should also continue to coordinate with the Champaign County Greenways & Trails member 
agencies on regional bikeway and trail planning, in case there are funding opportunities that can benefit multiple jurisdictions.  
Project funding may come from member agencies such as the Urbana Park District, Champaign County Forest Preserve 
District (CCFPD), Champaign County Highway Department, Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), or the 
University of Illinois.

Beyond those member agencies, the City of Urbana should maintain a relationship with the Champaign-Urbana Public 
Health District (CUPHD) and Healthy Champaign County (HCC), as funding and resources for bicycle use and education 
have become increasingly available from the public health sector.

Another major builder of bikeways is developers.  Plan recommendations may be implemented opportunistically when a new 
subdivision or commercial development is added.

Other opportunities include road projects by the City, County, or State.  Including bikeways as part of a larger road project is 
substantially cheaper and easier than retrofit bike projects.  Even resurfacing work can be used to add on-road bikeway striping, 
sometimes at no additional cost.

Road impact fees help pay for road improvements needed as an impact of development.  Should the opportunity arise for the City 
of Urbana, a novel approach would be to require a non-motorized transportation impact fee along with road impact fees.

Trails for Illinois is another organization that the City of Urbana can investigate working with on regional trail projects, 
especially the Illinois Trails Corps that piloted the “do-it-yourself trail building” model in Shelby County, IL in 2014.  A young 
adult service corps and volunteers were recruited to repair, rebuild, and extend nearly 27 miles of hiking, biking and equestrian 
trails in Shelby County.221

The City of Urbana should explore working with the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy on long-term rail-trail corridor 
recommendations.

At the state level, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) provide the most access to funding for bikeways and trails.  Those funding sources, along with federal, private, and non-
profit sources are listed below.  The E’s that apply to each funding source are also noted under the Category field.

22.  Trails for Illinois.  Illinois Trail Corps.  http://www.trailsforillinois.org/ILtrailcorps
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State of Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

Illinois Bicycle Path Program

Department:  IDNR Deadline:  March 1st

Maximum Amount:  
$200,000 for Development 
Projects, None for Acquisition 
Projects

Category:  Engineering

Description:  The Illinois Bicycle Path Grant Program was created to financially assist eligible units of government acquire, 
construct, and rehabilitate public, non-motorized bicycle paths and directly related support facilities. Grants are available to any 
local government agency having statutory authority to acquire and develop land for public bicycle path purposes.  Financial 
assistance up to 50% of approved project costs is available through the program. 

Website:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/BikePathProgram.aspx

Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip
Department:  IDNR Deadline:  January 31st Maximum Amount:  $500 Category:  Education

Description:  Grants are only available to teachers in Illinois and should be for the purpose of studying some aspect of Illinois' 
biodiversity, referring to the variety of life in an area.  The field trip site must be in Illinois and can include state parks, natural 
areas, natural history museums and nature centers.  A budget with an itemized list of expenditures to be covered by the grant 
must be included.  Items eligible for funding include: transportation, substitute teachers, admission fees, and guest speakers.

Website:  http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/education/CLASSRM/grants.htm

Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Recreation Program
Department:  IDNR Deadline:  March 1st Maximum Amount:  N/A Category:  Engineering

Description:  The OHV grant program provides financial aid to government agencies, not-for-profit organizations, and other 
eligible groups or individuals to develop, operate, maintain, and acquire land for off-highway vehicle parks and trails. These 
facilities must be open and accessible to the public. The program can also help restore areas damaged by unauthorized OHV 
use. The program can provide up to 100% funding reimbursement assistance for approved, eligible project costs.

Website:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/OffHighwayVehicleprogram.aspx

Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development Program (OSLAD) & Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF)

Department:  IDNR
Deadline:  Between May 1st & 
July 1st

Maximum Amount:  
$750,000 for Acquisition 
Projects,
$400,000 for Development/
Renovation Projects

Category:  Engineering

Description:  The OSLAD Program is a state-financed grant program that provides funding assistance to local government 
agencies for acquisition and/or development of land for public parks and open space. The federal LWCF program (also known 
as LAWCON) is a similar program with similar objectives. Projects vary from small neighborhood parks or tot lots to large 
community and county parks and nature areas.  Both programs provide funding assistance up to 50% of approved project.

Website:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/OpenSpaceLandsAquisitionDevelopment-Grant.aspx
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Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

Department:  IDNR Deadline:  March 1st
Maximum Amount:  
N/A

Category:  Engineering

Description:  This program provides funding assistance for acquisition, development, rehabilitation and maintenance of 
both motorized and non-motorized recreation trails. Examples of eligible project activities include: trail construction and 
rehabilitation; restoration of areas adjacent to trails damaged by unauthorized trail uses; construction of trail-related support 
facilities and amenities; and acquisition from willing sellers of trail corridors through easements or fee simple title.  By law, 
30% of each state’s RTP funding must be earmarked for motorized trail projects, 30% for non-motorized trail projects and the 
remaining 40% for multi-use (diversified) motorized and non-motorized trails or a combination of either. The RTP program can 
provide up to 80% federal funding on approved projects and requires a minimum 20% non-federal funding match.

Website:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/FederalRecreationalTrailsProgram.aspx

Snowmobile Grant Program

Department:  IDNR Deadline:  May 1st
Maximum Amount:  
N/A

Category:  Engineering

Description:  The state-funded Snowmobile Grant Program for local governments is financed from the registration fees of 
snowmobiles and provides up to 50% reimbursement of approved facility development/rehabilitation costs and 90% of 
approved trail corridor land acquisition costs for public snowmobile trails and areas in the state. This program is available to 
any unit of local government located in a region of Illinois with sufficient snow cover and having statutory authority to acquire 
and develop lands for public park and recreation purposes.

Website:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/LocalGovernmentSnowmobileProgram.aspx

Snowmobile Trail Establishment Fund (STEF)

Department:  IDNR Deadline:  May 1st
Maximum Amount:  
N/A

Category:  Engineering

Description:  The Snowmobile Trail Establishment Fund (STEF) Program provides financial assistance to incorporated, private 
snowmobile clubs in Illinois. The STEF Program provides reimbursement funding assistance up to 100% of eligible project costs.  
Funds for the program come from a portion of snowmobile registration fees collected by the state. Grants may be obtained by 
local snowmobile clubs to develop and maintain additional public trails and facilities in the state. Although grants are made to 
private clubs, STEF-assisted snowmobile trails and facilities must be open and available for general public use.

Website:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/SnowmobileTrailEstablishmentFund.aspx
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Department of Transportation (IDOT)
Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP)
Department:  IDOT Deadline:  Set by IDOT Maximum Amount:  N/A Category:  Engineering

Description:  ITEP provides funding for community based projects that expand travel choices and enhance the transportation 
experience by improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental aspects of our transportation infrastructure. Project 
sponsors may receive up to 80 percent reimbursement for project costs. The remaining 20 percent is the responsibility of the 
project sponsor. A project must qualify as one of the 6 eligible categories listed in the ITEP Guidelines Manual and it must relate 
to surface transportation to be eligible for funding.

Website:  http://www.dot.il.gov/opp/itep.html

Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety Program (PBS)

Department:  IDOT Deadline:  Set by IDOT Maximum Amount:  N/A
Categories:  Education, 
Enforcement

Description:  Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program (PBS) is designed to aid public agencies in funding cost-effective projects 
that improve pedestrian and bicycle safety through education and enforcement. The primary focus of this program will be on 
areas experiencing disproportionately high pedestrian and bicycle crashes and surrounding facilities such as schools, parks, 
and senior centers.

Website:  http://www.trafficsafetygrantsillinois.org

Safe Routes to School (SRTS)

Department:  IDOT Deadline:  Set by IDOT

Maximum Amount:  
$200,000 for Infrastructure 
Applications, $30,000 
for Non-Infrastructure 
Applications  

Categories:  Engineering, 
Education, Encouragement, 
Enforcement, Evaluation

Description:  The Illinois Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) is a federally funded program administered by the Illinois 
Department of Transportation.  The Illinois SRTS Program supports projects and programs that enable and encourage walking 
and bicycling to and from school. The program applies to schools serving grades Kindergarten through 8th grade.  Project 
sponsors may receive up to 80 percent reimbursement for project costs. The remaining 20 percent is the responsibility of the 
project sponsor.

Website:  http://www.dot.il.gov/saferoutes/saferouteshome.aspx

IMPLEMENTATION

337

11
63 5

8 9 107
2 41

12 20
16



Private & Non-Profit Organizations (Nationwide, State)
AmeriCorps Funding Opportunities
Organization:  Corporation 
for National and Community 
Service (CNCS)

Deadline:  Varies Maximum Amount:  Varies
Categories:  Engineering, 
Education

Description:  The Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) provides grants through its AmeriCorps program 
to national and local nonprofits, schools, government agencies, faith-based and community organizations, and other groups 
committed to strengthening their communities through volunteering.  The promotion of environmental stewardship is one of 
CNCS’ six focus areas.

Website:  http://www.nationalservice.gov/build-your-capacity/grants/funding-opportunities

Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund

Organization:  Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy (RTC)

Deadline:  Varies

Maximum Amount:  $10,000 
for Community Support 
Grants, $50,000 for Project 
Transformation Grants

Categories:  Engineering, 
Encouragement

Description:  The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) launched a new grant program in 2015 to support organizations and local 
governments that are implementing projects to build and improve rail-trails.  Under the Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund, 
RTC will award a total of $85,000 per year for the next five years to qualifying projects through a competitive process.

Website:  http://www.railstotrails.org/our-work/doppelt-family-trail-development-fund/

National Trails Fund
Organization:  American 
Hiking Society

Deadline:  Mid-December Maximum Amount:  $5,000 Category:  Engineering

Description:  The American Hiking Society’s National Trails Fund is the only privately funded, national grants program 
dedicated solely to building and protecting hiking trails.  Created in response to the growing backlog of trail maintenance 
projects, the National Trails Fund has helped hundreds of grassroots organizations acquire the resources needed to protect 
America’s cherished hiking trails.  Grant applicants must be a member of the American Hiking Society Alliance and a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.

Website:  http://www.americanhiking.org/national-trails-fund/

New Belgium Environmental Stewardship Grants Program
Organization:  New Belgium 
Brewing Company

Deadline:  Varies depending 
on grant strategy

Maximum Amount:  $10,000
Categories:  Engineering, 
Education, Encouragement

Description:  The purpose of New Belgium’s Environmental Stewardship Grants Program is to serve and connect with the 
communities where they sell their beers.  Their goal is to improve the health of the planet and inspire others to joyously 
embrace sustainable choices.  They focus their grants on the following four strategies to mitigate human impacts on the planet:  
youth environmental education, sustainable agriculture, sensible transportation & bike advocacy, and water stewardship.

Website:  http://www.newbelgium.com/sustainability/Community/Philanthropy.aspx

People for Bikes (PFB) Community Grants Program
Organization:  People for 
Bikes

Deadline:  Varies; Letter of 
Interest Required

Maximum Amount:  $10,000 Category:  Engineering

Description:  The People for Bikes (PFB) Community Grants Program provides funding for important and influential projects that 
leverage federal funding and build momentum for bicycling in communities across the U.S. These projects include bike paths, 
bike lanes, rail trails, bridges, mountain bike trails, bike parks, BMX facilities, end-of-trip facilities, and large-scale bicycle 
advocacy initiatives.

Website:  http://www.peopleforbikes.org/pages/community-grants
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Walmart Community Grant Program
Organization:   Walmart 
Foundation

Deadline:  December 31st Maximum Amount:  $2,500
Categories:  Education, 
Encouragement

Description:  Walmart believes in operating globally and giving back locally – creating impact in the neighborhoods where they 
live and work.  Through the Community Grant Program, their associates are proud to support the needs of their communities 
by providing grants to local organizations.  These include non-profit organizations, state and local government entities, 
educational institutions, and faith-based organizations.  The Walmart Foundation engages in opportunities to align with its key 
areas of focus:  Hunger Relief & Healthy Eating, Sustainability, Women’s Economic Empowerment, and Career Opportunity.  
However, programs that do not align with these areas will still be given consideration.

Website:  http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/local-giving 

12.4 FULL TIME BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN COORDINATOR
Perhaps the key recommendation of this plan is to develop a way to ensure its implementation.  In line with Goal 
5.5 of this plan, the City of Urbana should pool resources with other local agencies to create a full-time bicycle/pedestrian 
coordinator position at a regional agency.  Regional agencies include the Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 
(CCRPC), Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District (CUMTD), and the Champaign-Urbana Public Health District (CUPHD).

Ensuring that Urbana continues to improve the 5 E’s of bicycling and maintain (and improve) its Gold Level Bicycle Friendly 
Community status is a full-time job (especially as evidenced during implementation of the 2008 UBMP), and can be a large 
responsibility for existing City staff.  It is also a large responsibility for the C-U Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Project, which relies 
heavily on volunteers, and will struggle to survive without SRTS grant funding.  The establishment of this position would also 
put Urbana in line with the peer and model cities reviewed in Sections 3.3-3.6.  Activities of this position can include working 
on bicycle planning, design and engineering issues, as well as coordination of education, encouragement, and enforcement 
activities.  With the number of local agencies in Champaign-Urbana that are involved in and benefit from bicycling, the logical 
approach is to house this coordinator at a regional agency.  Other agencies that could be approached to pool resources 
to create this position are the Urbana Park District, University of Illinois, Champaign County Forest Preserve District, City of 
Champaign, Champaign Park District, and/or Village of Savoy.
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