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CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT ANNUAL REPORT 

FY July 2008—June 2009 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
City of Urbana, IL 

 
 
During FY July 2008-June 2009, the Historic Preservation Commission met on six occasions. The following 
report comprises an overview of the cases and other activities of the Historic Preservation Commission in 
the past year. 
 
The members of the Historic Preservation Commission included Alice Novak (Chair), Rich Cahill (resigned 
October 2008), Scott Dossett, Katherine Lipes, Trent Shepard, Joan Stolz (term commenced February 16, 
2009), Mary Stuart, and Art Zangerl.   
 
Staff support to the Historic Preservation Commission was provided by Community Development Services 
Director, Libby Tyler; Planning Manager, Robert Myers; Historic Preservation Planner, Rebecca Bird; and 
Community Development Secretary, Tony Weck. 
 
 
1) CASES REVIEWED: Certificates of Appropriateness and Certificates of Economic Hardship 
 
Five Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) were submitted.  
 
Case # HP-2008-COA-08: Folk Rental Property Fence, 814 W. Main St. 
The applicant, Daniel Folk (owner), requested a COA to install a fence in the front yard of a contributing 
building in a local historic district. The fence was intended to keep the tenants from parking in the front 
yard. A COA was administratively approved on August 25, 2008.   
 
Case # HP-2008-COA-09: Bills House Porch, 508 W. Elm St. 
The applicant, Carolyn Baxley, requested a COA for the following work on a local landmark: 1) Replace 
rotting wood on front porch with like materials; 2) Repair existing wood elements; and 3) Replace front 
and side steps with new ones that meet code, adding handrails and balusters to match porch balusters if 
required to meet code. The work was approved by the Historic Preservation Commission on January 7, 
2009.    
 
Case # HP-2009-COA-01: Tiernan’s Block/Masonic Temple COA, 115 W. Main St. 
The applicant, R Rentals (owner), requested a COA to replace siding roofing and windows on a 3rd floor 
extension on the rear façade. The case was forwarded to the Historic Preservation Commission. A public 
hearing was held and a COA granted on April 1, 2009.  
 
Case # HP-2009-COA-02: Bills House Roof, 508 W. Elm St. 
The applicant, Carolyn Baxley, requested a COA to replace asphalt roofing shingles with asphalt roofing 
shingles. The Zoning Administrator and the Chair of the Historic Preservation Commission 
administratively approved the COA on April 3, 2009.  
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Case # HP-2009-COA-03: Buena Vista Court Arch COA, Buena Vista Court 
The applicant, Rebecca Rury Burlingame (on behalf of the owners), requested a COA to remove an 
original courtyard entrance arch which had fallen during a storm and was creating a public hazard. The 
case was forwarded to the Historic Preservation Commission. A public hearing was held and a COA 
granted on May 6, 2009. (The owners subsequently received a COA to build a replica entrance arch 
which is expected to be finished in August 2009.) 
 
 
2) LOCAL DESIGNATIONS: Local Landmarks and Historic Districts 
 
Two Local Landmark designation applications were submitted. 
 
Case # HP-2008-L-02: Application to Designate the Bills House, 508 West Elm St. 
 
The applicant, Ilona Matkovszki, nominated the Bills 
House for local landmark designation. The house was built 
in 1889 by Frank L. Bills, an Urbana postmaster and 
prominent businessman. The house is an example of the 
Queen Anne / Classical Revival transitional architectural 
style. The property owner submitted a Registered 
Preference against the designation. The Historic 
Preservation Commission made a preliminary 
determination that the property qualified for designation on 
July 2, 2008. A public hearing was held on September 3, 
2009. Five people spoke in favor of landmark designation 
and two against. The Historic Preservation Commission recommended, with four ayes and two nays, 
that the City Council designate the property a local landmark. The City Council designated the 
property a local landmark on October 6, 2008 with a vote of four ayes, two nays, and one present (the 
present vote was counted with prevailing side).  
 
 
Case # HP-2008-L-03: Application to Designate the Richards-Latowsky House, 305 W. High St. 
 
The applicants, John and Betsey Cronan (owners), 
nominated the Richards-Latowsky House for local 
landmark designation. The house was built circa 1911 for 
Chester W. Richards, Urbana Mayor from 1917 to 1919. 
Richards and his wife Amelia owned a series of Craftsman 
inspired homes in Urbana. The Richards-Latowsky House 
is a good example of a Craftsman style house, a relatively 
uncommon style in Urbana. The home maintains a high 
level of integrity today. John H. Manley, who later was the 
coordinator of the Manhattan Project which developed the 
first atomic bomb, lived in the home while an under-
graduate student at the University of Illinois. Although not relevant for landmark status, the interior 
of the home is well-preserved with exquisite wood floors, trim, and built-in cabinetry, typical of 
Craftsman homes. The Historic Preservation Commission made a preliminary determination that the 
property qualified for designation on August 6, 2009. A public hearing was held on September 3, 
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2009. As the property owner was in support of the designation, the Historic Preservation 
Commission, per the Urbana Zoning Ordinance, designated the property on September 3, 2009.  
 
 
3) SURVEY: 
 
Approximately 67 properties were surveyed by students at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, as a part of Alice Novak’s Historic Preservation class.  The surveys have been given to the 
City of Urbana for future use.   
 
The Champaign County Historical Archives received a grant to fund a project called Historic 
Champaign County Neighborhoods & Homes. The project will create a website where users can access a 
variety of archival documents in digital format. This includes all the architectural survey forms 
completed by Alice Novak’s historic preservation planning students over the years (approximately 
1,100). The Archives are expecting the website to be up and running in 2009.  
 
 
4) NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS: 

  
Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House  

 
Karen Lang Kummer and Christopher Enck of the Society for 
the Preservation of Greek Housing nominated the Alpha 
Gamma Delta Fraternity House at 1106 S. Lincoln Avenue to 
the National Register of Historic Places. The City of Urbana, 
as a Certified Local Government, was asked to review the 
application and comment on its eligibility for listing on the 
National Register. The nomination was reviewed by the 
Historic Preservation Commission on May 6, 2009.  The 
Commission supported the nomination and forwarded their 
recommendation to the Historic Sites Advisory Council for 
review with the application.  
 
 
5) MONITORING: 
 
Mumford House 

The Mumford House, listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1989, is located on the south quad of the 
campus of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
In 2006, it was listed as one of Illinois’ most endangered 
buildings by the Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois 
due to the University’s plan to move Mumford House to the 
research farms, which are south of the main campus. The 
house was originally built as a model farmhouse for the 
university research farms, and since then the farms have been 
moved further south and other campus buildings have been 
constructed around the house. After years of disagreement 
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over the future of Mumford House, with preservationists wanting Mumford House to be restored in its 
original location and the University of Illinois wanting to move the house, the preservationists prevailed. 
At their May 21, 2009 meeting, the University’s Board of Trustees approved an ordinance recognizing 
the need for and the importance of the Mumford House in-situ and banned the University from moving 
the house and ordered its restoration. Urbana Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Alice Novak, 
was instrumental in this success. 
 
 
6) ACTIVITIES: 
 
“House Unveiling Workshop”, June 13, 2009 (CLG Grant #20090166) 
 
The City held a “House Unveiling Workshop” on June 13. In the tradition of a 
barn raising, volunteers removed (unveiled) the non-original siding from a circa 
1902 Queen Anne house. Five Preservation Commissioners were among the 
30+ volunteers who participated in the event that was organized by the City’s 
preservation planner. Robert Yapp, nationally renowned preservationist, 
supervised the event and gave two seminars, one on how and why remove non-
original siding and the other on how to give your historic house a great paint job 
that will last 12 – 15 years. The event was a great success and the house will be 
painted late summer 2009. (See attachment for further information.) 
 
 
“Kids’ Building Fair” at the Orpheum Children’s Science Museum, May 2009 
 
The Urbana Historic Preservation Commissioner and City staff helped at the Kids’ Building Fair, an 
annual event sponsored by the Orpheum Children’s Science Museum and the Preservation and 
Conservation Association of Champaign County (PACA), a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation of Champaign County’s built environment. The Commission sponsored an architectural 
rubbings activity which gave the children the opportunity to make a chalk rubbing of different 
architectural features such as historic tin ceiling tiles and ornate wood moldings. This event is held each 
year in celebration of Historic Preservation Week to give children an educational and entertaining 
introduction to the building trades involved in the preservation of historic buildings.  
 
 
Looking for Lincoln Wayside Exhibit 

 
The City of Urbana applied for and was awarded a grant from the Looking for 
Lincoln Heritage Coalition for a wayside exhibit in 2007. The program provides 
assistance to communities and sites within the federally proposed Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area interested in 
creating Looking for Lincoln wayside 
exhibits. The wayside exhibit was installed 
near Main and Race streets in downtown 
Urbana and tells the story of Lincoln sitting 
for Samuel Alschuler, a traveling 

photographer. The City held a ribbon cutting ceremony with local and 
state officials and the Urbana High School Marching Band. 
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Roger Ebert Plaque

The City of Urbana honored native son Roger Ebert, winner of the first 
Pulitzer Prize in Criticism in 1975 for his work as a film critic for the 
Chicago Sun-Times, journalist, and television personality by installing a 
plaque in the sidewalk in front of his childhood home. The City held a 
dedication ceremony for the plaque on April 22, 2009. 

Historic Preservation Incentives

The City is currently researching revolving loan and grant programs.  

7) ATTACHMENTS: 

FY 2008-2009 Commissioner Attendance Record.   
Example of survey forms completed by University of Illinois students. 
Meeting Minutes: July 2, 2008; August 6, 2008; September 3, 2008; January 7, 2009; April 1, 2009; and 

May 6, 2009. 

cc: Elizabeth Tyler 
 Alice Novak 

“House Unveiling” description and photos.   
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Description of the Project 
 
The City of Urbana and the Urbana Historic Preservation 
Commission hosted a “House Unveiling Workshop” on 
June 13, 2009. In the tradition of a barn raising, 
volunteers removed (unveiled) the aluminum siding 
from a circa 1902 Queen Anne house at 303 W. High 
Street in Urbana. The day-long event included two 

seminars by Bob Yapp, a nationally renown preservationist, author, and host of the 
former PBS series “About Your House with Bob Yapp”: 
 

• Removing Non-Original Siding,  including “why” and “how to” removal 
non-original exterior siding 

• Paint It Right, a house painting workshop to teach you how to get a 15-year 
paint job for your historic house at an affordable price 

 
The Unveiling house is a rental home owned by local preservationists Betsey and John 
Cronan. The Cronans nominated their own home, next door to the Unveiling home, for 
landmark designation last year.  
 
Several calls went out to volunteers, through local media, neighborhood association 
email lists, and the Champaign County Preservation and Conservation Association 
email list. Over 35 people responded to the call. The seminars were advertised 
separately, but using the same means. All 35 volunteers arrived promptly at 8:30am to 
participate in the day-long event. It began with a short safety presentation at 8:30am 
and then the volunteers dove right in and began stripping the aluminum off of the 
house. Robert Yapp, a preservation expert, supervised all of the work.  
 
There was a break in the morning for the first seminar and then most of the work was 
done by the time we broke for lunch at noon. The afternoon went slower as the 
aluminum that remained on the house was the most difficult to reach. By 3:00pm, the 
house was unveiled and the site clean! We ended the day with the second seminar. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 
8:30AM  Bob Yapp gave a short presentation on safety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the safety presentation, the volunteers got right to 
work. Historic Preservation Commissioner Scott Dossett is 
carrying a ladder to the far side of the house to begin the siding 
removal. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The volunteers get to work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rebecca Hunter, architectural historian and author of “Putting 
Sears Homes on the Map.” 
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Champaign Historic Preservation Commissioner Paul Kapp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacey Harwood, Professor of Urban & Regional Planning, and 
son 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The ground crew loaded the aluminum into a 
truck to take to a local recycling center. The 
aluminum was worth nearly $400! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historic Preservation Commissioner Art 
Zangerl masters the lift. 
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One of five loads of aluminum siding off 
to be recycled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The house unveiled! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
‘Paint It Right’ Seminar 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
         APPROVED 
DATE: July 2, 2008 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chamber, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
              
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Rich Cahill, Scott Dossett, Katherine Lipes, Alice Novak, Trent 

Shepard, Mary Stuart, Art Zangerl  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: none 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Rebecca Bird, Historic Preservation Planner; Tony Weck, 

Recording Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Julian Gorski, Jean Gorski, Scott Kunkel, Joan Zagorski, Carolyn 

Baxley, Brian Adams, Linda Lorenz, Ilona Matkovszki  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Alice 
Novak.  Roll was taken and a quorum was declared.         
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
There were none. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
Mr. Dossett moved that the minutes of the June 4, 2008 meeting be approved as presented.  Mr. 
Zangerl seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
4. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none.     
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5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Joan Zagorski addressed the Commission, stating that houses on Iowa Street at Washington Street 
were being demolished by the Urbana School District.  She asked how it was possible for the 
School District to do this.  She also asked where the materials from houses that are demolished go. 
Do they go to the dump?  She noted that there are programs for salvaging and recycling useable 
materials from demolished houses and asked why more such materials aren’t recycled.  Ms. 
Zagorski also made mention of an addition being planned for the east side of St. Patrick’s Church.  
She felt that such an addition would destroy the gothic appearance of the church. 
 
Carolyn Baxley next addressed the Commission.  She was in support of the landmark nomination 
for 508 West Elm Street.  She felt that the house qualified under criteria a, b, c, d, and e of section 
XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Scott Kunkel, representing JSM Development, spoke in opposition to the landmark nomination for 
508 West Elm Street.  He noted that this house “pales in comparison” to other local landmarks and 
that it would be “a stretch” to nominate this house.  He stated that its condition is poor and that JSM 
has a contract with the current owner to purchase it. 
 
Brian Adams spoke in support of the nomination of 508 West Elm Street as a local historic 
landmark.  He said that there is little left of the historic structures in the West Elm Street area.  One 
by one, he said, such historic structures are being demolished and eventually there will be nothing 
left if this trend continues.  He stated that he did not agree with City staff’s findings regarding the 
aluminum siding presently on the house. 
 
Linda Lorenz addressed the Commission, concurring with what Ms. Baxley and Mr. Adams had 
previously stated.  She said that she trusts Ilona Matkovszki’s research regarding this and other 
historic or potentially historic landmarks.  She expressed that she was saddened and angered at the 
prospect of another historic structure being demolished and felt that the neighborhood did not need 
another “file box with no windows”. 
 
Joan Zagorski addressed the Commission a second time, reiterating her support for saving the house 
at 508 West Elm Street.  
 
6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
8. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS 
    
There were none. 
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9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Case #HP-2008-L-02, 508 W. Elm Street (Bills House):  Preliminary determination for 
a historic landmark nomination, Ilona Matkovszki, applicant. 

 
Rebecca Bird gave a staff report on this application. She explained the details of the case to the 
Commission and gave staff’s recommendation. City staff recommended that the house at 508 West 
Elm Street does not qualify for designation as a local historic landmark based on the criteria set 
forth in Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.  According to the staff report, although 
the house would qualify as a contributing building in a historic district, and that it marginally meets 
one or two of the criteria for individual listing, it does not carry enough significance to designate it 
as a local landmark, particularly with its integrity being compromised by the addition of aluminum 
siding.  
 
Ms. Stuart questioned the staff recommendation.  She thought that it was seriously flawed and that 
the staff opinion was based on a misconception.  She thought that the social context was missing in 
the staff analysis.  She explained the importance of Postmaster appointments at this time in history, 
as well as the significance of women’s clubs and other factors.  Ms. Bird responded that she was not 
aware that Postmasters were appointed by the Federal government. 
 
Ms. Novak asked the applicant, Ilona Matkovszki, if she would like to make a presentation.   
 
Ms. Matkovszki reviewed with the Commission the research she completed on the Bills House and 
then addressed questions from the Commission.   
 
Ms. Novak then asked if the property owner would like to address the Commission.  Julian Gorski, 
current owner of the Bills House, addressed the Commission briefly, providing further details 
regarding the house.  He stated that he had owned the house “in one form or another” since 1975 
and had lived in the house from 1996 to 2006.  He said that he did not know if it was “significant” 
or not but that he understood that it was the Commission’s duty to define its significance.  He spoke 
as to the integrity of the house, stating that the aluminum siding on the house was present when he 
purchased the house.  Regarding the porch, he stated that the steps had been replaced and that the 
porch’s columns had been scorched by a fire at the house next door.  Lastly, he said that the spindles 
in the porch railings were “a disaster”. He had tried to maintain them by painting and making other 
repairs but that many were rotted at the bottoms and 10 to 15% of them were missing.  He did not 
know what was under the main part of the aluminum siding.    
 
Mr. Zangerl asked Mr. Gorski if the porch columns had been replaced as a result of their being 
scorched by the fire next door.  Mr. Gorski answered in the negative but noted that the bases of the 
columns were not original.  Ms. Stuart sought clarification of Mr. Gorski’s earlier statement that he 
had owned the house in one form or another since 1975.  Mr. Gorski answered that he purchased the 
house in partnership with another individual, after which the two of them owned it jointly until Mr. 
Gorski sold his share to his partner.  His partner later sold both shares back to Mr. Gorski.   
 
The Commission then discussed the case.  By consensus Commissioners agreed that the house 
qualified as a local historic landmark despite its current condition and aluminum siding.  
Commissioners expressed that the house had significance based not only on its style and 



July 2, 2008  

 4

construction but also because the original owner of the house, Frank L. Bills, was an Urbana 
Postmaster, a pioneer in telecommunications, and a prominent businessman.   
 
Commissioner Zangerl expressed reservation about the house’s qualifications for landmark 
designation.  Specifically, he did not feel that the structure qualified as a familiar visual landmark in 
the community.  Moreover, he felt that the aluminum siding significantly compromised the integrity 
of the building, substantially diminishing its original design.   
 
Following discussion, Scott Dossett made a motion that in Case HP-2008-L-02, the house at 508 
West Elm Street qualifies for designation as a local historic landmark under criteria a, b, and c of 
Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance and that the case should be forwarded to a public 
hearing.  Katherine Lipes seconded the motion.  With no further discussion Ms. Novak asked for a 
roll call vote. Commissions voted as follows: 
 
Cahill – yes   Shepard – yes  
Dossett – yes   Stuart – yes  
Lipes – yes   Zangerl – no  
Novak – yes     
 
The motion having carried, the application was forwarded to a public hearing.  Mr. Gorski, the 
property owner, stated that he would not be able to attend the August HPC meeting. With the 
consent of the applicant, the public hearing for this case would be postponed until the September 
HPC meeting. 
 
10. MONITORING OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
 Ms. Novak mentioned the Mumford House and the ongoing construction of the new carillon on the 
U of I campus.  She suggested that the Commission draft a letter to the U of I Board of Trustees 
regarding the Mumford House and its preservation.  The Commission agreed. 
 
Mr. Dossett noted the condition of the Round Barns on St. Mary’s Road, stating that their paint 
finishes and foundations were in a bad state of repair.  He said that he had written a letter to Melvyn 
Skvarla at the U of I in regards to this matter but as of this meeting had received no reply. 
 
Ms. Novak noted that the Ricker House now had a new owner.  Mr. Cahill briefly provided details 
on the house.     
 
11. STAFF REPORT 
 
Ms. Bird reported that City staff had received a landmark designation application from Betsey 
Cronan for her house at 305 West High Street.  She announced that the preliminary determination 
for this property would take place at the August 6 meeting.   
 
Additionally, Ms. Bird reported that on Tuesday, July 1 at 11:00 a.m., she had listened to a radio 
show called “Focus 580” in which the Chief Architect at the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, 
Mike Jackson, spoke about historic preservation.  The show can be heard on the WILL website or 
that it could be downloaded as a PodCast.  She elaborated that Mr. Jackson spoke on the subject of 
the ecological importance of preservation, the link between preservation and conservation, and 
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green building practices. There is a related article by Mike Jackson on the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency’s website.   
 
12. STUDY SESSION 

 
There was none.       
 
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mr. Cahill announced that Bob Yapp, an area preservationist who had presented at the 
Commission’s windows workshop, had left the Danville area and was now in the Hannibal, 
Missouri area.  
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Dossett made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Shepard seconded the motion.  All 
Commissioners present were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 
 
Submitted, 
 
 
     
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
         APPROVED 
DATE: August 6, 2008 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chamber, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
              
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Katherine Lipes, Trent Shepard, Mary Stuart, Art Zangerl  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Rich Cahill, Scott Dossett, Alice Novak 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Robert Myers, Planning Division Manager; Tony Weck, 

Recording Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Betsey Cronan, Liz Cardman, Marie Bohl, Karen Kummer, 

Carolyn Baxley  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Historic Preservation Commission Acting Chair, 
Art Zangerl.  Roll was taken and a quorum was declared.         
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
There were none. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
Revisions to the minutes of the July 2 meeting were proposed by Mr. Zangerl and by Ms. Stuart.  
Approval of the July 2 minutes was postponed until the September meeting. 
 
4. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none.     
 
5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
There was none at this point in the meeting.   
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6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
8. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS 
    
There were none. 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Case #HP-2008-L-03, 305 W. High St., Preliminary Determination for a Historic 
Landmark Nomaination, Betsey Cronan, Applicant. 

 
The staff report for this case was presented by Robert Myers.  Mr. Myers explained the details of 
the case to the Commission and gave staff’s recommendation.  It was noted that among the house’s 
past owners was Chester W. Richards and his wife Amelia; Mr. Richards was Mayor of Urbana 
from 1917 to 1919.  Another of the house’s past owners was Erwin Latowsky, a prominent Urbana 
banker.  Lastly it was noted that John H. Manley resided in the home for two years as a physics 
student at the University of Illinois.  During World War II, Manley served as a senior scientist for 
the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, New Mexico where he was a principal aid to Robert 
Oppenheimer.  City staff recommended that the house at 305 West High Street qualifies for 
designation as a local historic landmark based on criteria a and b in Section XII-5.C of the Urbana 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Questions from the Commission were addressed by Mr. Myers, after which Mr. Zangerl asked the 
applicant, Betsey Cronan, if she would like to make a presentation.   
 
Ms. Cronan gave a brief presentation to the Commission regarding her nomination.  She felt that it 
should be noted that the owner of the house from 1964 to 1972 was Clive Follmer, who developed 
and still owns Sunnycrest Mall in Urbana.  Questions from the Commission to the applicant were 
then addressed.   
 
Ms. Stuart asked the applicant if she believed the property met the criteria Representative of the 
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable for the study of a period, 
style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous materials and which retains a 
high degree of integrity. The application made this case, but this criteria wasn’t indicated at the 
beginning of the application. Ms. Cronan stated that this was seemingly an oversight and that she 
believed the house qualified for landmark designation based on architectural merit. It is unusual to 
find Craftsman-style houses in Urbana with hipped roof. 
 
With no further questions from the Commission, Mr. Zangerl called for public participation, first 
asking proponents of the application to address the Commission.   
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Liz Cardman spoke in favor of the nomination.  She noted that she is the wife of a physicist and that 
Manley is recognized an important figure internationally regarding his role in the Manhattan 
Project.  
 
Carolyn Baxley supported the application. She commented that it was good to have a homeowner 
coming forward to nominate their own house.   
 
Karen Kummer, representing the Preservation and Conservation Association, supported the 
nomination. She commented that the house also qualifies under criterion c of Section XII-5.C of the 
Urbana Zoning Ordinance despite the fact that such was not indicated on the application. 
 
With no further comment from proponents, Mr. Zangerl then invited anyone wishing to speak 
against the nomination to address the Commission.  No one spoke in opposition.   
 
The Commission then discussed the case. Mr. Shepard stated that he was familiar with the house 
and that he would support its becoming a local historic landmark.   
 
Ms. Stuart stated she supported the house at 305 West High Street becoming a local historic 
landmark and that she would find in favor of moving the case forward to a public hearing.  She 
suggested that the Commission note that the house also qualifies for designation under criterion c of 
Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.  She thought that perhaps the nominator simply 
forgot to check that criterion on the application, as the case for qualification under this criterion was 
made in the application. 
 
Mr. Shepard made a motion that the Commission find that the house at 305 West High Street 
qualifies for consideration for designation as a local historic landmark based on criteria a, b, and c of 
Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance and that the case be forwarded to a public hearing.  
Ms. Lipes seconded the motion.  There was brief further discussion of the motion, after which Mr. 
Zangerl asked for a roll call.  Roll was taken and the votes were as follows: 
 
Lipes – yes   Stuart – yes  
Shepard – yes    Zangerl – yes  
 
Mr. Myers announced that a public hearing would be held on this application at the September 3, 
2008 Historic Preservation Commission meeting. 
 
10. MONITORING OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
There was nothing to report.     
 
11. STAFF REPORT 
 
 Mr. Myers reported that new historic resources surveys for properties located in the southern part of 
West Urbana had been completed and were available for public review. These additional properties 
would be added to the 45 day demolition delay list. He also noted that the owners of the Royer 
House might be returning to the Commission with an application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
for replacement windows for the house.  He stated that no application had been received by City 
staff as of the time of this meeting. Mr. Myers also noted that the City Council had upheld the 
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HPC’s decisions to deny demolition of 809 W. Main Street. The applicant has now appealed this 
decision to Circuit Court. Mr. Myers said that while the case is in litigation, it would be wise not to 
discuss the case with anyone. If someone has questions about the case they can refer them to the 
City Attorney’s Office.  
     
12. STUDY SESSION 

 
There was none. 
 
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mr. Shepard proposed that the Commission consider holding another guided historic walking tour.  
He noted that past walking tours had met with success and suggested holding another in the fall or 
spring. 
   
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Ms. Lipes made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Shepard seconded the motion.  With no 
further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Submitted, 
 
 
     
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 



September 3, 2008  

 1

 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
         APPROVED 
DATE: September 3, 2008 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chamber, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
              
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Rich Cahill, Scott Dossett, Alice Novak, Trent Shepard, Mary 

Stuart, Art Zangerl  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Katherine Lipes 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Robert Myers, Planning Division Manager; Rebecca Bird, 

Historic Preservation Planner; Tony Weck, Recording Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Scott Kunkel, Julian Gorski, John Dixon, Betsey Cronan, 

Carolyn Baxley, Liz Cardman, Kathleen Duffy, Brian Adams, 
Ilona Matkovszki, Eric Bussell, Linda Lorenz, Joan Zagorski  

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:18 p.m. by Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Alice 
Novak.  Roll was taken and a quorum was declared.         
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
There were none. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
The Commission reviewed the draft minutes of the July 2, 2008 meeting.  Mr. Zangerl made a 
motion to approve the minutes as re-presented.  Mr. Dossett seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the 
Commission unanimously approved the corrected July 2 minutes. 
 
The draft minutes of the August 6, 2008 meeting were then reviewed by the Commission.  Mr. 
Shepard made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Zangerl seconded the motion.  
Upon a vote, the Commission unanimously approved the August 6 minutes. 
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4. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none.     
 
5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
There was none at this point in the meeting.   
 
6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
8. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Case #HP-2008-L-03, 305 W. High St.: Public Hearing for a Historic Landmark Nomination, 
Betsey Cronan, Applicant 
 
Ms. Novak stated that she would be excusing herself from this case due to a possible conflict of 
interest. She supervised Kathleen Duffy’s work in preparing this nomination for a class project.  By 
general consent, Ms. Novak turned this hearing over to Mr. Zangerl who assumed the role of 
chairperson. Mr. Zangrel opened the public hearing and asked for a City staff report.  
 
Ms. Bird presented the staff report to the Commission.  Staff recommended that the Commission 
approve the nomination. Mr. Zangerl asked if there were any questions from the Commission 
regarding the staff report.  There were none.   
 
Mr. Zangerl then asked if the applicant in this case would like to address the Commission.  The 
applicant, Betsey Cronan, briefly addressed the Commission and offered to answer any questions.  
There being none, Mr. Zangerl then invited proponents of the nomination to address the 
Commission.   
 
Linda Lorenz addressed the Commission in favor of the nomination.  Carolyn Baxley also spoke in 
favor of the nomination.  Lastly, Kathleen Duffy, who prepared the application on behalf of Ms. 
Cronan, addressed the Commission in favor of the nomination.   
 
With no additional persons speaking as proponents of the nomination, Mr. Zangerl next invited 
opponents of the nomination to address the Commission.  There being none, Mr. Zangerl then 
closed the public participation portion of the hearing and asked for Commission discussion. 
 
The Commission briefly discussed the case.  Mr. Shepard expressed his support for the nomination 
and made a motion as follows: that the Commission designate 305 West High Street as a local 
historic landmark based on criteria a, b, and c of Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance 
and with the following findings: 
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• The house has significant value as part of Urbana’s architectural and social heritage, being a 
fine example of the hipped-roof subtype of the Craftsman architectural style, having an array 
of significant owners and occupants (including a mayor and a prominent banker). 

• The house is associated with important persons in national and local history (including 
Mayor Richards, banker Latowsky, physicist Manley [who contributed to the development 
of the atomic bomb]), and 

• The house is representative of the distinguishing characteristics of the Craftsman 
architectural type inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method 
of construction, or use of indigenous materials and retains a high degree of integrity. 

 
Mr. Dossett seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Zangerl asked for any further discussion on the case. He stated his feeling that this was an 
excellent motion, that it well stated the merits of this nomination, and that he looked forward to 
voting affirmatively on it.  Mr. Cahill noted that he had conducted an inventory of stucco houses in 
Urbana and had always felt that this house was one of the better examples of this type.  He felt that 
the landmarking of this house was important due to the fact that it is on the northern edge of the 
West Urbana Neighborhood and is perhaps more vulnerable than others in the city that are further to 
the south.  He stated that he was glad to support Mr. Shepard’s motion.   
 
With no further discussion, Mr. Zangerl asked for a roll call vote.  Roll was taken and the votes 
were as follows: 
 
Cahill – yes Shepard – yes  
Dossett – yes Stuart – yes  
Novak – abstain Zangerl – yes  
 
With five “yes” votes and one abstention, the motion carried unanimously, making 305 West High 
Street an officially-designated local historic landmark.  With no further discussion, Mr. Zangerl 
closed the public hearing for this case and in doing so, turned the meeting back over to Ms. Novak. 
 
 
Case #HP-2008-L-02, 508 W. Elm St.: Public Hearing for a Historic Landmark Nomination, 
Ilona Matkovszki, Applicant 
 
Having resumed chairpersonship of the meeting, Ms. Novak opened the public hearing for this case.  
Mr. Myers presented a brief staff report to the Commission, noting that the Commission had 
previously determined that the property qualified for designation as a local landmark and that the 
Commission’s task tonight was to hold a public hearing and make a recommendation to the City 
Council either for or against designation. He noted that a registered preference against the 
nomination has been submitted by the property owner, meaning that a two-thirds vote would be 
required for City Council approval. He also noted the property owner’s additional research provided 
in writing to the Commission concerning the property’s history and architecture. This additional 
information includes an analysis by a historic preservation consultant. Ms. Novak asked if there 
were any questions from the Commission regarding the staff report. 
 
Mr. Dossett asked Mr. Myers in regards to criterion b (association with an important person) if City 
staff typically does research beyond what is provided by the applicant or property owner in order to 
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validate the extent to which a property may have been occupied by a person of significance.  Mr. 
Myers answered that City staff relies on the information supplied by the nominator and/or property 
owner in each case and does not routinely do additional research unless there is reason to believe 
that any information provided by the nominator/property owner is either erroneous or that there are 
facts missing which would affect the Commission’s ability to draw conclusions.  
 
With no further questions from the Commission to staff, Ms. Novak invited the property owner to 
speak.  The property owner, Julian Gorski, addressed the Commission, being in opposition to the 
nomination.  He presented both his research and the research done by John S. Garner, the 
preservation consultant with whom he worked on this case.  Mr. Gorski expressed concern over 
some of the language in Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance, saying that much of it 
was very broad and did not clearly define what is to be considered significant or important.  Overall   
he felt that the house did not meet any of the criteria in the aforementioned section of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  At the conclusion of Mr. Gorski’s presentation, Ms. Novak asked if there were 
questions from the Commission to Mr. Gorski.   
 
Ms. Novak noted that in his document, Mr. Garner mentioned that the roofline of the house at 508 
West Elm Street had been altered.  She asked if Mr. Gorski could elaborate on that point.  Mr. 
Gorski stated that he did not have further information on this.  Additionally, Ms. Novak clarified the 
point that the house had been subdivided into apartments, a fact which is not subject to 
consideration by the Commission per the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.  Regarding the biographical 
record that was submitted by Mr. Gorski along with other items, Ms. Novak pointed out that most 
people around the turn of the twentieth century paid a fee to get their names and biographies into 
these.  She stated that it is found that it is largely the wealthy that were listed in these records.  Mr. 
Gorski replied that this wasn’t known for sure.  Ms. Novak responded that many such biographical 
records were compiled and sold on a subscription basis and as a researcher, if she finds someone of 
interest listed in one, she “takes it with a grain of salt”, as it does not represent a true cross-section 
of individuals to be considered important in a community.  Mr. Gorski sought clarification from Ms. 
Novak that it was not definitively known by either party that the biographical record in his research 
presentation was or was not a subscription piece.  Ms. Novak said that this wasn’t known for certain 
but that she was simply bringing up the point that many biographical records of the day were paid 
subscriptions. 
 
Mr. Shepard stated that he was impressed by the amount of research that Mr. Gorski had done on 
this case and offered his commendation for it.   
 
Mr. Zangerl stated the information Mr. Gorski provided was exactly the type the Commission 
would consider important.  He noted that Mr. Gorski seemed to know what type of information to 
look at in order to make his own evaluation of this nomination. 
 
Mr. Dossett seconded Mr. Shepard’s appreciation of the work that Mr. Gorski put into his research 
on this case.  Regarding the modification of the roofline of the house as noted in Mr. Garner’s 
report, Mr. Dossett suggested that Mr. Gorski might wish to continue research on this point as this 
case proceeds.  He characterized Mr. Gorski’s research on the house’s original owner, Frank Bills, 
as robust and asked Mr. Gorski to likewise provide as full an analysis of criteria a and c of Section 
XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.   
 



September 3, 2008  

 5

With no further questions from the Commission, Ms. Novak advised Mr. Gorski that he would later 
have an opportunity for rebuttal and then asked if the applicant in this case would like to address the 
Commission. 
 
Ilona Matkovszki, the applicant in this case, addressed the Commission.  During her presentation 
she addressed the points made by Mr. Gorski.  At the conclusion of her presentation, Ms. Novak 
asked if there were any questions from the Commission to the applicant. 
 
Ms. Novak sought to confirm some of the information provided by Ms. Matkovszki on Frank Bills. 
It was confirmed by Ms. Matkovszki that Frank Bills had a watch company for one year (as far as is 
known), then he served as the Urbana Postmaster for four years, both of which were during his 
tenure in the house at 508 West Elm Street.  Mr. and Mrs. Bills then moved to 502 West Elm Street, 
during which time he installed telephones.  Ms. Novak also noted that Ms. Matkovszki had 
indicated in her research that the Billses were “socialites”; she asked if Ms. Matkovszki had any 
idea how many articles were written on the Bills during their time in Urbana.  Ms. Matkovszki 
responded that the Billses were commonly reported upon in the newspapers of the day regarding to 
their social activities. 
 
Mr. Dossett asked Ms. Matkovszki if she had any information regarding the roofline modifications 
to this house as noted by Mr. Garner’s report.  He also inquired as to the aluminum siding on the 
house.  He noted that the siding was reported to be at least 35 years old and asked if Ms. 
Matkovszki knew anything about the application of aluminum siding during that time that would 
help the Commission judge whether the integrity of the building had been preserved or removed 
when the siding was added, specifically in terms of the ornamentation.  Ms. Matkovszki was not 
certain in this case but noted that when aluminum siding is removed from buildings such as this, 
many of the original decorative details such as fish-scaling, are found beneath, still intact.  She 
noted that often when aluminum siding was installed on such structures, door and window frames 
were cut or removed.  With no further questions for the applicant, Ms. Novak then invited 
proponents of this case to address the Commission.   
 
Joan Zagorski wished to speak to the merits of the interior of the house, however Ms. Novak 
advised her that the interiors of buildings were not under the Commission’s purview.  Ms. Zagorski 
then stated her support of the nomination. 
 
Brian Adams spoke in support of the nomination, stating his hope that the Commission would 
support and approve it.  He added his feeling that the fact that Frank Bills was an important figure in 
the community was well documented in the application.  He noted that during the time when Bills 
was installing telephones, he was often away from Urbana but that Urbana was always his home.  
He agreed that Bills was an important figure in the community as was his wife, Grace, considering 
her work with the Illinois Association of Women’s Clubs.  Further, he felt that Elm Street was being 
“bled of its historic structures” and that the community should not lose any more of the old stately 
mansions that are associated with important figures of its past. 
 
Linda Lorenz addressed the Commission in favor of the nomination, providing further information 
on the women’s organizations such as that to which Grace Bills belonged.  She noted that Grace 
Bills served at the state level in a women’s club that worked to establish a commission which in turn 
established a library system in Illinois.  She further spoke to the value of historic homes that are 
owner occupied and well cared for.  She felt that other historic homes in Urbana needed to be saved 
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from being turned into rentals and falling into disrepair.  She felt that this ruins a neighborhood’s 
residential character and the property values of homeowners. 
 
Carolyn Baxley addressed the Commission in favor of the nomination, stating that many of the local 
landmarks already established in both Urbana and Champaign have had changes made to them.  She 
felt that such changes did not necessarily negate a given house’s significance or integrity, noting 
that the Ricker House was sided in aluminum prior to its becoming a local landmark.  She further 
noted that the Bills House was in much better shape that many other such houses she had seen and 
that it retained a very high degree of integrity.  She could not speak to any changes to the roofline 
but again pointed out that many designated landmarks have had significant changes over their 
lifetimes.  She felt that this house being replaced with an apartment building would interrupt the 
fabric of the West Elm Street neighborhood and that even though the Bills House was perhaps not 
the grandest example of Victorian architecture in the city, it was certainly worthy of the 
Commission’s consideration, and that it meets at least some of the criteria prescribed in the Urbana 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 
With no further persons wishing to speak in support of the nomination, Ms. Novak asked if there 
were any opponents of the nomination who wished to speak.   
 
Scott Kunkel, representing JSM Apartments, the prospective buyer of 508 West Elm Street, 
addressed the Commission.  He spoke regarding the three criteria being considered in this case.  He 
pointed out that Criteria c) was not just that a property represented a particular architectural style, 
but that it was also valuable for study and retains a high degree of integrity. He felt that the house 
did not retain a high degree of integrity. What the aluminum siding covers is speculation and not 
now relevant. Concerning Criteria b), Mr. Gorski’s research did not find that the Bills were 
important in local, state, or national history. If the house doesn’t qualify under Criteria b) and c), 
then it also doesn’t qualify under Criteria a). 
 
With no further opponents to the nomination, Ms. Novak invited Mr. Gorski for any final 
comments.  He spoke briefly to points made by others earlier in the hearing.  Following, Ms. Novak 
asked if anyone else in the audience wished to address the Commission.  With no further audience 
participation, Ms. Novak closed that portion of the hearing and opened the same to Commission 
discussion. 
 
The Commission discussed the case.  Ms. Stuart discussed the Bills’ significance in the community 
as well as that of his wife.  Mr. Dossett discussed the house’s level of integrity as it relates to 
qualification under criteria a) and c) of Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance, and noted 
that the addition of the aluminum siding should not be overweighted when considering the house’s 
level of integrity.  
 
Referring to the recommended finding in the staff memo, Ms. Novak asked City staff why would a 
finding need to be included in a motion regarding the City being in receipt of a registered preference 
against landmark designation.  Mr. Myers responded that this finding is an established fact that 
would help define the process for approval or denial.   
 
Mr. Cahill felt that Mr. Garner’s evaluation of the house was not particularly damaging to its case. 
He felt that the reason it hasn’t much appeal from the street is due to the heavy vegetation growing 
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around it, a fact which was noted by Mr. Garner.  Mr. Shepard stated his difficulty in coming to a 
conclusion in this case, that he was unsure as to the Bills’ significance.   
 
Mr. Zangerl spoke to Bills’s absence from the Urbana city directories, agreed that the position of 
postmaster was indeed significant, and agreed that the Bills moved in prominent circles in Urbana, 
but felt that the house’s integrity was seriously compromised by the addition of the aluminum 
siding.  He agreed that the house would qualify for designation under criteria a) and b) but not c).   
 
Ms. Novak agreed with criteria a), b), and c) but was willing to forego c) for a better consensus 
among members of the Commission.  She also wished to add Grace Bills and the Colvin family as 
aspects to criterion b) in staff finding number five in the staff report.  As an alternative to voting on 
each criterion separately, Mr. Zangerl suggested making a motion and then making amendments to 
that motion.  Ms. Novak was agreeable to this suggestion and she made a motion as follows:   
 
That the Commission recommend designation of 508 West Elm Street under criterion a) significant 
value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic, educational, ethnic, political, or 
social heritage of the nation state or community; and under criterion b) associated with an important 
person or event in national, state or local history.  In her motion, Ms. Novak read the following 
findings to be included:   
 

1.  Article XII of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance provides the City of Urbana the authority to 
designate local landmarks and historic districts with the stated purpose to promote the 
educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the community;  

 
2. The City of Urbana on May 29th, 2008 received a complete application to designate the 

property located at 508 West Elm Street as a local landmark;  
 
3. The property located at 508 West Elm Street and known as the “Bills House” was 

constructed in 1889 in the Queen Anne architectural style;  
 
4. The Bills House has a significant value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, 

economic, educational, ethnic, political, or social heritage of the nation, state or community 
due to its style and construction, as well as Mr. Bills being an Urbana Postmaster, a pioneer 
in telecommunications, and a prominent businessman; 

 
5. The Bills House is associated with important persons in national, state or local history, 

namely Frank Bills, an Urbana Postmaster, a pioneer in telecommunications and a 
prominent businessman, his wife, Grace, who served as a state officer for the Illinois 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and the Colvin family, who resided in the house for over 30 
years and owned 204 West Main Street, Urbana’s premier meat market; 

 
6.  The Bills House is not a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual genius has influenced an area; 
 

7.  The Bills House is not identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the 
community, owing to its unique location or physical characteristics;  
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8.  The Bills House is not a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure; 
 

9.  The Bills House is not known to be located in an area that has yielded or may be likely to 
yield information important in history or prehistory; and 

 
10. The City of Urbana received a Registered Preference from the property owner against 

landmark designation on August 25, 2008. 
 
Mr. Zangerl seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Novak asked if there was any discussion from the Commission regarding the motion.  Mr. 
Cahill suggested a modification to finding number four, being that the information about Frank Bills 
being an Urbana postmaster, a pioneer in telecommunications and a prominent businessman was not 
necessary, as this is covered in finding number five.  Ms. Novak proposed a change to her motion as 
follows: that on finding number four, the finding end with to its style and construction, and, as well 
as Mr. Bills being an Urbana postmaster, a pioneer in telecommunications and a prominent 
businessman be dropped from that finding.   
 
Mr. Zangerl accepted this change. 
 
Mr. Zangerl also suggested the following amendment to criterion a) and/or finding number four: to 
drop the architectural reference, as he felt this was better addressed in the discussion of criterion c).  
Ms. Novak did not want this to be excluded and Mr. Dossett noted that criterion c) had already been 
excluded.  Mr. Zangerl was agreeable to this and no amendment was made. 
 
Mr. Zangerl suggested as another amendment that the Commission determine that the Bills House is 
not representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable 
for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction, or use of indigenous 
materials, because it has lost a high degree of integrity. 
 
Mr. Shepard seconded Mr. Zangerl’s proposed amendment. 
 
Ms. Novak asked for discussion from the Commission on the amendment.  There was none.  Ms. 
Novak then called for a roll call vote on Mr. Zangerl’s amendment, which, she restated was as 
follows: that the Bills House is not representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural type inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of 
construction, or use of indigenous materials, while retaining a high degree of integrity and; that it 
does not have significant value due to its style and construction.  Roll was taken and the votes were 
as follows: 
 
Cahill – yes Mr. Shepard – yes  
Dossett – no Ms. Stuart – no  
Novak – no Mr. Zangerl – yes  
 
The vote was tied and Ms. Novak sought clarification from Mr. Myers that the motion failed.  Mr. 
Myers confirmed that the motion failed.   
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Ms. Novak then proposed the following amendment to the original motion: that the motion include 
criterion c), representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently 
valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous 
materials, and which retains a high degree of integrity, and that finding number six state: that the 
Bills House is representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently 
valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous 
materials, while retaining a high degree of integrity; the Bills House, built in the Queen Anne 
architectural style in 1889, has significant value due to its style and construction.  She restated that 
the motion on the floor was as follows: for all three criteria to be included in the motion as 
originally proposed in the staff report, for the nomenclature as originally proposed in the staff report 
to be kept intact, and with the only changes being to finding number four (dropping the wording 
after the word construction) and, on finding number five (to include the addition of Grace Bills and 
the Colvin family).  There being no further discussion, Ms. Novak asked for a roll call vote.  Roll 
was taken and the votes were as follows: 
 
Mr. Cahill – yes  Mr. Shepard – no  
Mr. Dossett – yes  Ms. Stuart – yes  
Ms. Novak – yes       Mr. Zangerl – no  
 
The motion carried to recommend local landmark designation for 508 West Elm Street.  Ms. Novak 
announced that the case would be considered by City Council on September 15, 2008 and closed the 
public hearing for this case. 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
10. MONITORING OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
Mr. Dossett reported on the round barns on the University of Illinois Campus.  He reported that he 
had received a response from Dean Easter of the College of ACES, who was generally supportive of 
the idea of keeping the barns.  Mr. Dossett noted that the College of ACES only controls the 
westernmost barn. The College estimates that it would require an approximately $10 million 
endowment to implement an educational outreach facility/agricultural museum-type of treatment to 
the area in which the barns reside.  Mr. Dossett stated that he plans to do further research once the 
vegetation subsides during the fall and winter months and he is able to obtain good photographs of 
the barns’ foundations.  
 
Mr. Cahill reported on the progress of the McFarland Bell Tower near the Mumford House on the 
University of Illinois Campus.  He estimated that the tower stood about 100 feet in the air and had 
about 85 feet to go.  He stated that the Mumford House looked “dwarfed” next to it.     
 
11. STAFF REPORT 
 
Ms. Bird reported that the Champaign County Historical Archives had received the grant for which 
they had applied, for the Historic Champaign County Neighborhoods & Homes project.  The grant 
total was $19,934, and will include the digitization of Urbana’s historic surveys. She also reported 
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that Bob Yapp is hosting another window repair workshop on October 17, 18, and 19 in Hannibal, 
Missouri.  
     
12. STUDY SESSION 

 
There was none. 
 
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There were none. 
   
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Zangerl made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Dossett seconded the motion.  With no 
further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 10:03 p.m. 
 
Submitted, 
 
 
     
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 



 

CITY OF URBANA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 
CITY BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM, SECOND FLOOR – 400 S. VINE STREET, URBANA, IL 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Alice Novak (Chair); Rich Cahill; Scott Dossett; Trent 
Shepard; Mary Stuart; Art Zangerl 
 
COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED: Katherine Lipes 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Ronald O’Neal,Jr.; Elizabeth Tyler; Robert Myers; Rebecca Bird 
 
 
The Urbana Historic Preservation Commission met in closed session for the 
purpose of discussing pending litigation, pursuant 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11). 
 
Chair Novak called the closed session to order at 6:07 p.m.  Roll was called 
and a quorum declared.  Chair Novak turned the session over to City Attorney 
Ronald O’Neal, Jr. 
 
Mr. O’Neal stated the purpose of the closed session was to discuss litigation 
that had been filed in the Circuit Court on July 29, 2008 for administrative 
review by Howard Wakeland’s attorney, Glenn Stanko.  They are requesting that 
the Court review the decision made by the Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) as well as the determination made by the Urbana City Council to uphold 
the HPC’s decision.  Mr. O’Neal informed Commissioners of the allegations, 
indicating that they charge that the City Council and HPC lack jurisdiction 
(should not have heard this case because a hearing was not held within 35 
days based on their interpretation of the City’s ordinance), and that the 
Council designated the property as non-contributing in terms of a historic 
district and then treated it as contributing. 
 
Debate was entered regarding the following allegations:  1) Errors for the 
Certificate of Economic Hardship, where Mr. Stanko and his client allege the 
HPC and Council failed to apply the proper standard in denying the 
Certificate; 2) The decisions of the Council and HPC were against the 
manifest weight of evidence, considering the evidence presented on behalf of 
the plaintiff established that the foundation of the rooming house was 
structurally unsound and unsafe; 3) That the cost of remodeling exceeds the 
cost of new construction; 4) That demolition rather than remodeling is the 
only viable alternative; and 5) That no significant design features or other 
aspects of the house were worth saving.  It was noted that three people with 
expertise in this matter have looked at the structure and determined that it 
would be more expensive to renovate than rebuild, and it is structurally 
unsound and unsafe. 
 
Mr. O’Neal concluded that he had contacted Mr. Stanko requesting extra time 
in filing the City’s response in order to allow him to meet with the Council 
to determine what course of action they wanted to pursue.  Possibilities 
include litigate (let the Court decide), fold, or negotiate.  He noted that 
the City Council was very adamant about certain standards that should be met 
if the City allows the house to be demolished and what would go there 
instead. 
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With nothing further to be discussed regarding this issue, Chair Novak 
declared the closed session adjourned at 7:14 p.m., at which time 
Commissioners returned to the Council Chambers to resume the special meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Deborah J. Roberts, Deputy City Clerk 
Recording Secretary 
 
This meeting was taped. 
 
 
 

          Minutes Approved:  4/1/09________________________ 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
         APPROVED 
DATE: January 7, 2009 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chamber, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
              
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Dossett, Katherine Lipes, Alice Novak, Trent Shepard, Mary 

Stuart  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Art Zangerl 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Robert Myers, Planning Division Manager; Rebecca Bird, 

Historic Preservation Planner; Tony Weck, Recording Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Marie Bohl, Corrie Proksa, Carolyn Baxley, Phyllis Willams, Joe 

Williams, Nancy Wehling  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Alice 
Novak.  Roll was taken and a quorum was declared.         
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
In light of the Closed Session on the agenda for this meeting, Ms. Novak moved that Monitoring of 
Historic Properties, Staff Report, and Study Session (there being none) be moved from just after to 
just before New Business.  All Commission members were in general agreement and the change 
was made to the agenda. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
The Commission reviewed the draft minutes of the September 3, 2008 meeting.  Mr. Dossett made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ms. Lipes seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the 
Commission unanimously approved the September 3 minutes as presented. 
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4. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Presented as written communications were the following: an e-mail message from Marya Ryan to 
Rebecca Bird regarding a plaque for the Buena Vista Court Historic District; a document regarding 
the Mumford House, presented by Alice Novak, entitled Preservation Alert! Historic Mumford 
House Threatened; a letter from Maddy Kangas to Libby Tyler, Community Development Director, 
regarding a program for markers for historically-designated properties/districts.     
 
5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
There was none at this point in the meeting.   
 
6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
8. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Case #HP 2008-COA-09, 508 W. Elm St., Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, 
Carolyn Baxley, applicant 
 
Ms. Novak opened the public hearing in regards to this case and asked for the City staff report.  
 
Ms. Bird presented the staff report to the Commission.  Staff recommended that the Commission 
grant the requested Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed changes to the porch at the 
above named address, as said changes were consistent with the review criteria of Section XII-6.B of 
the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.  Ms. Novak asked if there were any questions from the Commission 
regarding the staff report.  There were none.   
 
Ms. Novak then asked if the applicant in this case would like to address the Commission.  The 
applicant, Carolyn Baxley, briefly addressed the Commission and offered to answer any questions.  
A question from Mr. Shepard regarding a description of the work to be done was addressed by Ms. 
Baxley.  A question from Ms. Lipes in regards to the porch steps was also addressed by Ms. Baxley.     
 
Ms. Novak asked if there were any questions or comments from members of the audience regarding 
this case.  There were none. 
 
Ms. Novak asked if there were any proponents of the application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
who would like to address the Commission.  There were none.  Ms. Novak then asked if there were 
any opponents of the application for Certificate of Appropriateness who would like to address the 
Commission.  There were none.   
 
Ms. Novak then closed the public participation portion of the hearing and asked for Commission 
discussion.  Following a brief discussion, Ms. Lipes made a motion that the Commission grant the 
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Certificate of Appropriateness for 508 W. Elm St., as it was the consensus of the Commission that 
the proposed replacement of the wooden stairs and work on the front porch woodwork met the 
following criteria in Section XII-6.B.2 of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance:  the work will maintain the 
significant original qualities or character of the building, structure, site or object; it will be 
compatible and; it will meet the Secretary of Interior’s standards.  Mr. Dossett seconded the motion.  
With no further questions or comments from the Commission, Ms. Novak asked for a roll call vote.  
Roll was taken and the votes were as follows: 
 
Dossett – yes Shepard – yes   
Lipes – yes  Stuart – yes  
Novak – yes 
 
The motion carried unanimously and the Certificate of Appropriateness for 508 W. Elm St. was 
granted.   
 
9. MONITORING OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
Ms. Novak made a brief presentation to the Commission regarding the Mumford House and the 
proposal to move it from its current location to another location on University of Illinois property.  
She had drafted a letter to B. Joseph White, President of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign in this regard, which she presented to each member of the Commission for review.  The 
Commission briefly discussed the letter and gave its approval by consensus for Ms. Novak to send 
the it, with some minor editing, on the Commission’s behalf. 
 
10. STAFF REPORT 
 
Ms. Bird presented a brief staff report to the Commission, reporting on recent staff activities.     
 
11. STUDY SESSION 
 
There was none.  
     
12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Announcements were made by Ms. Stuart, Mr. Dossett, and Ms. Novak. 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Discussion of commemorative plaques for local landmarks and districts 
 
Ms. Bird gave the staff presentation regarding this subject.  She noted that a plaque had been 
installed at 305 W. High St., recently designated as a local historic landmark.  She also provided 
examples of other historic properties that had received plaques as well as landmarks and districts 
which did not have plaques.  With regards to plaques/markers for the West Main Street Historic 
District, Ms. Bird raised the question of how to orient them, specifically whether they be directed to 
individual property owners in the district, to passing pedestrians, or to passing automobiles.  
Additionally, in regards to the Buena Vista Historic District, Ms. Bird raised the question of where 
to place plaques/markers, whether they be placed on individual bungalows or be of a freestanding 
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nature in the public right of way.  She also raised concerns over vandalism of said plaques/markers 
as well as the issue of trespassing on private property in order to view a plaque or marker.  The 
subject of the cost of plaques/markers was also raised.  A general discussion of these matters among 
members of the Commission ensued. 
 
Phyllis Williams, a member of the audience, provided input to the Commission on this subject.  
Specifically, she spoke in favor of signs being placed at each end of the West Main Street Historic 
District. 
 
Further Commission discussion of the subject ensued, including the ideas of providing larger signs 
for larger districts, plaques for smaller districts and individual landmarks.  Also discussed was the 
proposal of placing a plaque at the house in which Roger Ebert had lived on E. Washington St.   
 

• Closed Session, pursuant 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(15) and (c)(11) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Dossett that the Commission go into closed session.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Shepard.  A voice vote was taken and with all Commission members in favor, the 
meeting moved into closed session at 8:15 p.m.  At 10:13 p.m. Ms. Stuart made a motion to adjourn 
the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Novak.  A voice vote was taken and with all 
Commission members in favor, the closed session was adjourned. 
 
The regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was reconvened at 10:14 p.m.   
   
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, Ms. Lipes moved that the regular meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Dossett 
seconded the motion.  The regular meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.  
 
Submitted, 
 
 
     
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 



MINUTES OF CLOSED SESSION MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
DATE:  January 7, 2009 
 
TIME:  8:21 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chambers, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Alice Novak (Chair); Scott Dossett; Katherine Lipes; 

Trent Shepard; Mary Stuart  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Art Zangerl 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Rebecca Bird; Robert Myers; Ronald O’Neal, Jr.; 

Antony Weck 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: None 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
 
 Chair Novak called the closed session of the Urbana Historic 

Preservation Commission to order at 8:21 p.m.  Roll was called and a 
quorum declared. 

 
II. CLOSED SESSION 
 
 The Commission convened in closed session to discuss litigation with 

Howard Wakeland over the Commission’s decisions regarding the structure 
at 809 W Main Street. The City Attorney explained the settlement 
negotiations between the City and Mr. Wakeland, including the terms of 
the settlement agreement. The City Attorney gave the Commission 
guidance on how to conduct public hearings and gave instruction on 
procedural due process in public hearings.   

  
III. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The Commission adjourned the closed session at 10:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 
 
*This meeting was taped. 
 
 

Minutes Approved: 4/1/09_____________________________ 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
         APPROVED 
DATE: April 1, 2009 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chamber, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
              
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Katherine Lipes, Alice Novak, Trent Shepard, Joan Stolz, Mary 

Stuart, Art Zangerl  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Scott Dossett 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Rebecca Bird, Planner; Tony Weck, Recording Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Glenn Berman, Riley Glerum, Marie Bohl, Corrie Proksa  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Alice 
Novak.  Roll was taken and a quorum was declared.         
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
There were none. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
The Commission reviewed the draft minutes of the January 7, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Shepard made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ms. Lipes seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the 
Commission unanimously approved the January 7 minutes as presented. 
 
The Commission next reviewed the draft minutes of the September 3, 2008 closed session.  Minor 
corrections were proposed by Mr. Shepard, Ms. Novak and Ms. Stuart.  Mr. Zangerl made a motion 
to approve the draft minutes of the September 3, 2008 closed session as corrected.  Mr. Shepard 
seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the Commission unanimously approved the minutes as 
corrected.  Mr. Zangerl then made a motion to release the approved minutes of the September 3, 
2008 closed session.  Ms. Stuart seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the Commission unanimously 
released the approved September 3, 2008 closed session minutes. 
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The Commission next reviewed the draft minutes of the January 7, 2009 closed session.  Minor 
corrections were proposed by Mr. Shepard.  Ms. Stolz made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
January 7, 2009 closed session as corrected.  Ms. Lipes seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the 
Commission unanimously approved the minutes as corrected.  Mr. Shepard then made a motion to 
release the approved minutes of the January 7, 2009 closed session.  Mr. Zangerl seconded the 
motion.  Upon a vote, the Commission unanimously released the approved January 7, 2009 closed 
session minutes. 
   
4. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none.    
 
5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
There was none at this point in the meeting.   
 
6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
8. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Case #HP 2009-COA-01, 115 W. Main Street (Tiernan’s Block/Masonic Temple): application 
to rehabilitate an extension on the third floor of the rear façade, R Rentals, applicant. 
 
Ms. Novak opened the public hearing in regards to this case and asked for the City staff report.  
 
Ms. Bird presented the staff report to the Commission.  Staff recommended that the Commission 
grant the requested Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed changes to the extension as 
presented, as said changes were consistent with the review criteria of Section XII-6.B of the Urbana 
Zoning Ordinance.  Ms. Novak asked if there were any questions from the Commission regarding 
the staff report.  Questions from the Commission were addressed by Ms. Bird.  Ms. Novak then 
asked if there were any questions from the Commission to the applicant.  Questions from the 
Commission were addressed by the applicant, Glenn Berman.   
 
Ms. Novak asked if there were any proponents of the application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
who would like to address the Commission.  There were none.  Ms. Novak then asked if there were 
any opponents of the application for Certificate of Appropriateness who would like to address the 
Commission.  There were none.  Ms. Novak then closed the public participation portion of the 
hearing and asked for Commission discussion.  Following a brief discussion, Mr. Zangerl made a 
motion to grant the Certificate of Appropriateness for 115 W. Main Street, as the proposed changes 
to the rear façade of the building were consistent with the review criteria of Section XII-6.B of the 
Urbana Zoning Ordinance.  Ms. Lipes seconded the motion.  With no further questions or 
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comments from the Commission, Ms. Novak asked for a roll call vote.  Roll was taken and the votes 
were as follows:      
 
Lipes – yes Stolz – yes   
Novak – yes  Stuart – yes  
Shepard – yes Zangerl – yes  
 
The motion carried unanimously and the Certificate of Appropriateness for 115 W. Main Street was 
granted.  With no further discussion, Ms. Novak closed the public hearing for this case.   
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 
T-Mobile donation for historic preservation activity 
 
Ms. Bird reported to the Commission that the City of Urbana had received from T-Mobile a 
donation of $5,000 for historic preservation activities in the city.  She reported that the donation was 
intended to mitigate the adverse effect from the construction of a radio tower on a property listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places (1106/1110 W. Main Street).  She noted that the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency had reserved the right to approve how the money is spent. 
 
Noting the preservation directive set forth in the 2005 Urbana Comprehensive Plan, Ms. Bird 
suggested that the donation money could be used for the following historic preservation activities: 
 

• historic preservation surveys 
• a historic recognition grant program 
• a revolving loan program for historic properties 
• a downtown historic district 
• the designation of civic buildings as landmarks 

 
Other preservation projects suggested were as follows: 
 

• a National Register district for the West Urbana neighborhood 
• research and recognition of Urbana’s Nobel, Pulitzer and other award winners who have 

made substantial contributions in their fields 
 
Staff recommended that the Commission discuss the historic preservation activities listed in the staff 
report and provide a recommendation to the City Council of one or more projects that should be 
funded with the donation from T-Mobile.  Questions and comments from the Commission were 
addressed by Ms. Bird and following a brief discussion, the Commission chose to defer making any 
formal recommendations to a future date. 
 
10. MONITORING OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
Ms. Novak reported that the Mumford House would remain in its original location.  Ms. Stuart 
expressed appreciation to Ms. Novak for her leadership on the Mumford House issue.  It was also 
reported that the Royer House, 801 W. Oregon Street, had been placed on the market for sale.     
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11. STAFF REPORT 
 
Ms. Bird reported to the Commission on the following topics:  plaques for historically designated 
properties/districts; the arch at Buena Vista Court; and the plaque for the Roger Ebert house, to be 
dedicated on April 22, 2009 at the house at 410 E. Washington Street.  Ms. Bird also reported to the 
Commission on the amicus brief regarding the Chicago Historic Preservation Commission, and on 
the status of the siding removal workshop.  In addition, she reported to the Commission on the 
rehabilitation work being done on 902 E. Main Street and posed the question of the house’s 
eligibility for National Register inclusion.  Lastly, she reported to the Commission on the pending 
National Register nomination for 1106 S. Lincoln Avenue, the Alpha Gamma Delta fraternity 
house.  
     
12. STUDY SESSION 

 
There was none. 
 
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A brief announcement was made by Ms. Lipes.  
   
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, Mr. Zangerl moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Ms. Lipes 
seconded the motion.  With all Commission members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:28 p.m.  
 
Submitted, 
 
 
     
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 



May 6, 2009  

 1

 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 
URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
         DRAFT 
DATE: May 6, 2009 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: City Council Chamber, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 
              
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Dossett, Katherine Lipes, Alice Novak, Trent Shepard, Joan 

Stolz, Mary Stuart, Art Zangerl  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: none 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Rebecca Bird, Planner; Tony Weck, Recording Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Nancy Wehling, Marie Bohl, Ed Tiedemann, Corrie Proksa, 

Rebecca Rury Burlingame  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Alice 
Novak.  Roll was taken and a quorum was declared.         
 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
Ms. Bird suggested that the public hearing regarding the Certificate of Appropriateness for the arch 
at Buena Vista Court be held before the discussion on the T-Mobile donation for historic 
preservation.  There were no objections and the agenda was so changed. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
The Commission reviewed the draft minutes of the April 1, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Zangerl made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Dossett seconded the motion.  Upon a vote, the 
Commission unanimously approved the April 1 minutes as presented. 
   
4. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none.    
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5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
There was none at this point in the meeting.   
 
6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
7. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

• Case #HP-2009-COA-03; Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove a 
courtyard entrance arch at Buena Vista Court Historic District 

 
Ms. Bird presented the staff report to the Commission. City staff recommended that the 
Commission grant the requested Certificate of Appropriateness to allow the removal of the arch 
with the condition that the knee braces be salvaged so they can be incorporated into a replacement 
arch.  During the course of Ms. Bird’s presentation, she addressed questions from Buena Vista 
Court property owners who were present in the audience.   
 
Following Ms. Bird’s presentation of the staff report, Ms. Novak called for questions and/or 
comments from the Commission regarding the case.  There were none.  Ms. Novak then asked if 
there was anyone in the audience who would like to address the Commission as a proponent of the 
case.  Nancy Wehling, a resident of Buena Vista Court, addressed the Commission.  She supported 
the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness and made the suggestion that the piers of the 
existing arch be salvaged and used elsewhere in the courtyard.  There were no other proponents of 
the case who addressed the Commission. 
 
Ms. Novak then asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to address the 
Commission as an opponent of the case.  There were none.   
 
Ms. Novak then called for Commission discussion of the case.  There was none.   
 
Mr. Zangerl made a motion to approve the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for case 
#HP-2009-COA-03 with the condition that the knee braces be salvaged along with a sample portion 
of the concrete roof and of the stucco from one of the piers on the grounds that the arch is a public 
safety hazard and must be removed.  Mr. Dossett seconded the motion.  There was brief further 
discussion of the case during which the issue of ownership of the arch was discussed.  It is not clear 
who owns the arch or the land upon which the arch stood. Following this discussion Ms. Novak 
called for a vote.  Roll was taken and the votes were as follows: 
 
Dossett – yes   Stolz – yes  
Lipes – yes   Stuart – yes  
Novak – yes   Zangerl – yes  
Shepard – yes    
 
The motion carried unanimously and the Certificate of Appropriateness for this case was granted.  
With no further discussion, Ms. Novak closed the public hearing for this case. 
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8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Case #HP 2009-NRN-01; Request for review of National Register Nomination for 
Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House at 1106 S. Lincoln Avenue 

 
Ms. Bird presented the staff report for this matter to the Commission.  In the staff report it was 
stated that Karen Lang Kummer, and Christopher Enck of the Society for the Preservation of Greek 
Housing had nominated the Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House to the National Register of 
Historic Places.  It was noted that the City of Urbana, as a Certified Local Government, had been 
asked to review the application for National Register listing.  City staff recommended that the 
Commission approve of the nomination in its entirety. 
 
The Commission reviewed and discussed the application for the Alpha Gamma Delta house, and 
concluded that it is eligible for National Register listing.  Mr. Zangerl made a motion that the 
Commission approve the National Register nomination as presented and furthermore that the 
Commission encourage local landmark designation for the house.  Mr. Dossett seconded the 
motion.  With no further discussion, Ms. Novak called for a vote.  Roll was taken and the votes 
were as follows: 
 
Dossett – yes  Stolz – yes  
Lipes – yes  Stuart – yes  
Novak – yes  Zangerl – yes  
Shepard – yes  
 
The motion carried unanimously and the Commission thus gave official approval to the National 
Register nomination for the Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity house. 
 
9. MONITORING OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
Ms. Novak noted that the University of Illinois had put out a request for an architect to renovate the 
Mumford House.  Ms. Bird noted that there are plans to repaint the Gothic Revival Cottage over the 
summer, as it is in need of painting.  Mr. Dossett noted that the University of Illinois is in the 
process of painting the Mumford Barns. 
 
10. STAFF REPORT 
 

• In April, City staff issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for 508 W. Elm Street to replace 
the roofing materials in kind (case #HP-2009-COA-02). 

• The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) had asked for a review of the house at 902 
E. Main Street.  Ms. Bird reported back to the IHPA with comments from the Commission’s 
previous meeting. IHPA did not require further review from the Commission.   

• Ms. Bird reported on the plaque program for historic and significant properties in Urbana.  
Specifically, plaques for the Cinema Gallery and Tiernan’s Block, both local historic 
landmarks, were to be installed. A plaque will also be installed at the south end of Buena 
Vista Court. 
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• The City installed an honorary plaque at Roger Ebert’s former residence on E. Washington 
Street. An unveiling event was recently held which was attended by Roger and Chaz Ebert, 
City officials, and the public. 

• The City is hosting a House Unveiling workshop on June 13, 2009. The workshop will train 
people how to remove artificial siding from homes and how to prep for maintenance of the 
original siding.     

   
11. OLD BUSINESS 
 

• T-Mobile donation for historic preservation activity 
 
T-Mobile has donated $5,000 to the City of Urbana for historic preservation purposes. Use of the 
funds will require approval from the City Council.  The Commission discussed the issue, during 
which the consensus was that it would be desirable to pursue a National Register of Historic Places 
historic district which would include the West Urbana neighborhood and the Downtown.   
 
Following discussion, Ms. Novak made a motion as follows: “It is the desire of the Urbana Historic 
Preservation Commission to pursue a National Register of Historic Places historic district, to 
include the West Urbana Neighborhood and possibly the Downtown, in a comprehensive approach 
to designation which would, at minimum, bring recognition and honor to a large number of historic 
resources, in addition to promoting the use of related financial incentives.  It is our desire to have a 
project come to fruition and to promote an appreciation for historic resources.”   
 
Mr. Zangerl seconded the motion.   
 
With no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Bird 
asked the Commission if they would like to discuss and/or vote on a second choice for the use of the 
T-Mobile funds.  Ms. Novak declined, explaining that she felt very strongly about using the funds 
for a National Register district in Urbana. 
 
12. ANNOUCEMENTS 

 
Ms. Novak announced that Ms. Lipes would soon be graduating from the University of Illinois.  She 
noted that if there was no June meeting of the Commission that the present meeting could be Ms. 
Lipes’s last, as she would be pursuing her career elsewhere. 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, Mr. Zangerl moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Ms. Lipes 
seconded the motion.  With all Commission members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:43 p.m.  
 
Submitted, 
 
 
     
Robert Myers, AICP 
Planning Division Manager 
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