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New Public Murals at Township
Thanks to generous funding from a City of Urbana Arts and Culture Grant and The Urbana

Free Library Foundation, Urbana's newest murals were unveiled on Friday, April 22 on the

east and west sides of the Township building. The mural was designed by professional

muralist Langston Allston with input from members of the community during sessions at

The Urbana Free Library last spring. The mural was painted by community members

working with Allston over two weeks in April. Read more.

I'm thrilled that we can continue to grow our partnership with the Library to make a

gathering space that is welcoming for all, especially Township participants who are

struggling with housing and food insecurity. Langston Allston has created a radiant,

nurturing design that celebrates mutual support and connection.
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https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mural-Ribbon-Cutting.html?soid=1131758007667&aid=gdgHCkH0yjw


General Assistance
A monthly grant for Urbana residents who are disabled or out of work, alongside support to

seek/train for work or apply for federal disability payments (SSI)

● 58 current participants

● 11 are homeless

● 36 males / 22 females

Education and Employment Track

● 2 participants pursuing training opportunities

● 4 are being screened for their goals and interests.

Disability and Wellness Track

● 9 participants have been awarded SSI/SSDI since July 1, 2021. 16 participants were

awarded SSI/SSDI last fiscal year.

● 14 residents have been helped to date with intensive SOAR case management since

our program started September 1, 2020. 12 applications have been submitted.

● 5 participants are currently being evaluated for SOAR case management and medical

referrals.

● SSI/SSDI reconsiderations have been submitted.

● The Social Security office has been open to in-person services since April. Walk-ins are

welcome, but appointments are strongly recommended as wait times may be longer

without an appointment.

Transportation Assistance

● MTD began charging bus fares again in July 2021.

● YTD: 48 annual passes at $60 =  $2,880.

● 54 DASH passes, which are free for those who qualify, saving Township $3,240.

Vaccination Assistance

● CTSO is offering $50 to any current CTSO participant who presents a complete

vaccination card at CTSO and $25 for each child.

● 57 participants have received this incentive, an increase of 3 from last month.

Rental Assistance
Rental assistance for Urbana households behind on rent or homeless moving into housing.

● 24 households were supported with CTSO Rental Assistance last month.

● Until further notice, CTSO offers up to 3 months of rent as assistance within a 12

month period.

● CTSO has reinstated our income requirement as of April 1, 2022.
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Housing Advocacy
Housing advocacy for participants who are homeless or at risk of homelessness to access all

available subsidized housing opportunities and move in.

Subsidized Housing Advocacy

● 351 participants representing 221 households received help applying to subsidized

housing since our advocacy program began July 1, 2020.

● 94 households have successfully moved in or 41% of those helped to apply.

COVID Housing Vouchers

● The Housing Authority has received 163 vouchers for homeless and high risk

residents. 50 of these were distributed in the first round. September 6, CTSO started

making referrals for the second round of 113 “EHV vouchers.”

● CTSO made 76 referrals for EHV and 47 households, or 54%, have been awarded

vouchers (no change from last month).

Housewarming Gifts

● Housewarming gifts are entirely funded by private donations which are used to

provide vouchers to formerly homeless households to buy furniture and housewares

at Salt and Light and Habitat for Humanity Restore.

● 37 homeless households have been assisted with the Township Housewarming, since

the program began in February, 2021.

Bridge to Home - Homeless Services
A continuum of services for the homeless.

Street Outreach

Services include food, transportation to services, weather appropriate clothing and

engagement events.

● CTSO is currently supporting 21 individuals with Street Outreach.

Emergency Housing

If no other shelter option exists, short term emergency housing will be considered as long as

the resident is meeting with a case manager, pursuing goals, and seeking permanent

housing.

● Last month 5 households were sheltered in a hotel. One individual exited to CU at

Home’s Emergency Shelter.
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Rapid Rehousing

CTSO provides housing stabilization and up to 12 months of rent for literally homeless

individuals and families in Champaign County, referred by Centralized Intake for the

Homeless.

● 4 active households. 3 households are single males. 1 household is a married couple

with a young child.

● 3 of those households are in housing and working or actively looking for employment.

Good Morning! Hot Breakfasts for Homeless Residents

Every day CTSO ensures hot breakfast delivery for residents at CU at Home. The service is

provided by Red Herring Restaurant and Bridgewater Life Sullivan Center

● In April, 2185 total breakfasts were served.

● We have reduced service to 4 mornings a week due to capacity concerns of providers.

Low Barrier Winter Emergency Shelter
The Low Barrier Winter Emergency Shelter serves homeless residents dealing with mental

health of substance abuse.

● As Planned, the LBS closed on April 15th now that winter has ended. CTSO is working

closely with CU at Home staff to help shelter residents access permanent housing.

● Last month the Champaign City Council in study session supported a $3.1 Million

proposal to fund the City of Champaign Township to operate a 24/7 Low Barrier

Shelter for two years, along with additional funding for housing and homelessness

through an RFP process.

Emergency Housing for Urbana families
Emergency Housing for families with children in Urbana schools of Crisis Nursery or

residents with disabilities who are referred from CU at Home.

● Total served: 47 households including 50 adults and 77 children (since July 2020)

● Last month: 6 households served. 2 Families have moved out of emergency housing. 1

exited with an Emergency Housing Voucher. 1 exited to Maple Grove transitional

housing.  Currently serving 9 Urbana children.

Utility Support
Privately funded utility bill support for Champaign County residents who face shut offs.

● 137 households served since program start Nov. 2020

● 112 households served this fiscal year.

● 14 Households helped in April, up from 11 in March.

● Dozens were referred to RPC’s LIHEAP & the new COVID relief Water Assistance.
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NEW! Housing Case Management in Urbana Schools

CTSO has an agreement with Urbana School District to locate a full time Housing Case

Manager in Urbana Schools. This program started strong mid, with a presentation to

school Social Workers and starting April 25th, with the Case Worker starting a rotation

that involves scheduled time in every Urbana school.

In the first two weeks, April 25 through May 5, we have received 12 referrals for housing

support including two households facing literal homelessness.

Eviction Tracking & Prevention
CTSO initiative to reduce the number of evictions in Urbana through advocacy for residents

threatened with illegal or legal evictions.

● 22 visits to eviction court to help residents facing eviction apply for support.

● Below is a table that shows the data we have collected on the volume of eviction

hearings in Champaign County that have occurred since the expiration of the eviction

moratorium on 10/3/21.  (NOTE: Not every first appearance is a unique case,

sometimes due to errors in filing, first appearances have to be rescheduled, etc.)

Champaign County Eviction Court

Date 1st Appearance* Total Cases

10/4/21 49 65

10/12/21 6 11

10/18/21 13 31

10/25/21 31 48

11/1/21 34 59

11/8/21 57 64

11/15/21 17 30

11/22/21 36 56

11/29/21 34 44

12/6/21 24 60

1/3/21 40 73

1/10/22 23 49

1/18/22 16 26

1/24/22 23 57

1/31/22 20 50

2/7/22 28 72

2/14/22 11 31

2/28/22 40 101

3/14/22 19 39
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3/21/22 40 57

3/28/22 35 57

4/5/22 33 46

4/11/22 29 53

4/18/22 39 59

4/25/22 41 66

5/2/22 44 58

TOTAL 789 1.405

Digital Inclusion Campaign
A campaign to supply low income Urbana residents with smartphones, computers, tablets,

and internet access.

● Distributed to date:

○ # Smart Phones and Lifeline service: 213

○ # Internet benefits: 18

○ # Laptops/tablets: 32

● This month’s events:

○ On May 10th and 28th we will have two phone events, the first at Lincoln

Square Mall outside of Common Ground Co-op from 12pm-6pm and the

second in the Township Garden

● New distributor to help streamline the sign up process and provide access all month:

○ We have partnered with Cricket Wireless who will attend our events and

provide tech support and activations throughout the month and continue to

provide free phones and service through the ACP benefit.

Bucket Brigade
CTSO funds Channing Murray Foundation to provide the Bucket Brigade weekly food pantry

delivery service to residents who request it.

● We are currently averaging delivery to 15 Urbana households per week.

● Bucket Brigade served over 150 neighbors last month, of them 52 were children.

● We have served 5818 people including 2,340 children since we started on March 25,

2020.

● In April, we began sourcing a majority of our household and hygiene items from local

organization Salt and Light; we are thrilled to be able to partner with a local business.

6



Solidarity Gardens
Solidarity Gardens grows and gathers healthy food and nourishes creative community in

Urbana-Champaign by coordinating residents and affiliate gardens through land access,

education, events, funding, supplies, and volunteer support. CTSO funds Sola Gratia to

coordinate the Solidarity Gardens collaboration.

● SG is hosted a its first fundraiser of the year at the Red Herring, April 20th from 5-8pm

for Earth Day and raised $250 for

● Our next event, School’s Out! is in partnership with the Urbana Free Library and

Urbana Park District (with the Urvana) and being held on Saturday, May 28th from

12-3pm in the Township Garden.

○ Live performance by Singer / Songwriter Brandon T. Washington

○ Free lunch and drinks

○ Activities for all ages with the Urbana Free Library and Urbana Park District

○ Seeds and plants for your garden

○ Sign up for free smart phones and internet help

○ Learn how to access rent, income, & food assistance

Get My Refund Campaign
Outreach to Urbana low income Urbana residents to help them access Stimulus Funds, Child

Tax Credits, Earned Income Tax Credits, and Child care tax credits.

Since March 1, we have:

● Mailed 270 flyers to low income residents

● Posted 30 yard signs

● Sent out an e-blast to 995 contacts

● Worked with Urbana School District to send out an e-blast to their list

● Send e-blast resources to other partners such as the Office of State Representative

Carol Ammons and Silverwood Hearts

New this month:

● 5 tax submissions

sincerely,

Danielle Chynoweth

Cunningham Township Supervisor
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